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In ohom the Race of all Mankind was cu; 
Their Sex by Beauty was to Heav'n ally d; | 


But their new Lord, the Devil taught em Pride; | 


He was an Angel 2 he durſi rebel; 
And Women are the Stars that wwith him Ss 
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7. To the READER. 


of whatſoever Sex or Denomination,” | 


* Know + "is in vain to 3 with 4 Hornet's 7 

Ni, and not have a whole Swarm of them: 
buzzing about. ones Ears. And therefore I expect 
the Poſſe Comitatus ef the Lewd 1b: to be , 
quickly rais'd againſt. me. But they are beneath my 
Notice. No, I rather fear to be atiacid. 4 
another Hand : For methinks I hear one ſaying, 
how! A Hiſtory of the Lives and Intrigues. 
of lewd Won in Duodecimo, Why three: 
Felis's, of the Bigneſs of Fox's Book of Mar- 
tyrs, will never hold 'em half: Then how. 
can you compriſe em in ſo ſmall a Compaſs? 
I anſwer, 1. I am of the Oljeftor's Opinion; 
or at leaft ſhould have been ſo, if I had ſaid of . 
ALL Lewd Women; for then if the Objector 
had doubled his three Folio's, it would not have. 
half done it. But 2. The more r difficult the Tast, 
the greater the Praiſe : X 


. Tas Homer's Skill his Hiads to indite; bþ 2 
Another's in a Nutſhell them to write. . 


m EY The ow bent the Lives and bitrigues 
0 ewd.. Women, yet. there's enough 10 mak 
any Man Look ere he Leaps, - and be pery eats: 
tious how he chooſes, when there is fey arfficulty 


in ad Choice, 


o the READER, Ce. | 


But here 7 think it not amiſs 10 i nm 
Reader, ab alt good Wives are fut aut of 
this Hiſtory, (for they io be ſure are no lewd 
Women) yer there are good Nomen 
that are no Wies, and 3 de juſtly 
deſerve a Place heroin. Aud let none be | 


off at this, e on the agher Houde That 


there are fome good Wives that are no good 
Wemen ; eſpecially if Goodneſs be taken in 
the firifleft Senſe, of Grace and Godlines : 

For ſome Women there are that would naither be 
falſe to their Hudband's Bed, nor nor purlow their 
Eftate (which are two rare Quakities, IJ muſt. 
2 2 the 8 goes now) 2 

<> a the V 2 from whence they pro- 

creded, 14 Diſpeſitions ſo like the © Rik 


tbey were originally — , that is, are of fuch, 
crooked Behaviour, and ſuch peeviſh and petu- 
lan Humoursand Diſps "rack * they are al- 


| ways finding Jault, and can never be pleas d, the 


an truth they can give no Roaſon at all for it. And 
if ſuch as theſe be called Good Wives, it is 
in this Senſe, they are good for nothing, 
but to perplex their Hushauds, and to defturh the 
Families m — they rg ; but we ſhall 30 = 6 : 
ral of theſe m Thread of our Diſcourſe, 
— ind kee llt net diſlurb 1 ho Reade with 
eres 


Look 
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Lewd Women, Oc. 
C H A P. I. 
Of Nomen in general, ewing the Cauſe of 
their Original Defeftion, and the wretch- 
ed Eſtate in which all Mankind has been 
Plunged by their Means: Exemplified in 
the Hiſtory of Adam and Eve. 


| DSS tells us, That when 2 
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Diſeaſe is once known, it is halt 


cured ; for then they know what i 
Medicaments to apply to the Patient: 
| A 4 And 

| 1 

< > ol 

| 1 
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| corrupted, become the worſt; ſo it fared 


2 Lock e er you Leap: Or, 


And IJ heartily wiſh it would hold good 
in the Caſe before us; but alas! the Di- 
ſtemper here is Chronical, and ſo deeply 
rocted in the very Natures of the Per- 
{ons affected, that ic has baffled all the 
Attempts that have been made to cure 
it; for in this Caſe the Proverb is emis 
nently made good, That what is bred in 
the Bone, will nc ver out ef the Aleſh, 

Not that I would here reflect upon 
Woman, as ſhe came out} of the Hands 
of her Creator; God forbid ! Unerring 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs then produced 
her perfectly good and holy, and of a 
more refined C.ay than Adam's; for A- 


dam was made out of the Daſt of the 


Earth, and ſhe. out of a Part of him: 


Far Beapt y. like unto an Angel ;. and 


as ſhe-was the laft, ſo ſhe was the com- 
pleating of the Whole Creation. But 
as the beſt Things, when they are once 


with Woman! for ſhe thro? cheInſtigari- 
on of the Devil, being prevail'd upon to 
break the Laws of her Sovereign Crea- 


tor, became moſt like the Devil that de- 
luded her, ende avouring firſt to make her 
Husband, and in him all his Poſteri- 


ty. 
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ty, as wretched and as miſerable as ſhe 
had made herſelf. For as the Devil him- 
ſelf delights in nothing but in oppoſing 
his Creator, ſpoiling his Works, and 
bringing Man to the ſame Miſery in 
which he had for ever La himſelf; 
juſt ſo does Woman. She gave Adam the 
forbidden Fruit, as an Act of her Love 
and Kindneſs, though it was indeed to in- 
volve him in the ſame Guile and Miſer. 

with herſelf. And ſo it is wid Ale 
all the Daughters of Eve co this Day; 


For thoſe, that have moſt try'd em, akway find, 
They do moſt Miſchief, when they ſeem moſt Kind. 


This Defection of V Vomen, from their 
original Purity, is ſo far from laying any 
Blame on their moſt wiſe and good Crea- 
tor, that it juſtifies his leaving them to 
thoſe wicked Inclinations that they have 
ever ſince eſpouſed: And can be no o- 
ther but a Judgment upon 'em, for their 
forſaking their primitive Integrity, and 
going over to the grand Enemy of. God 
and Man. Hence all their Faculties are 
ſo vititated, that makes them a Kind of 


another Species, from what they were 
at firſt created. But 


4 Look ere you Leap: Or, 

But not to inſiſt here upon that, the 
Sacred Writings aſſure us, that it was 
not Adam that was deceived, or beguil- 
ed by the Devil: But Eve, being decei- 
wed, was firſt in the Tranſgreſion; by rea- 
ſon of which, Subjection was impoſed | 
upon her, as a Part of her Puniſnment; 
and a Deſire to her Husband, who was 
to have Dominion over her. 

But if we come to examine her Cha- 
riage afrerwards, we ſhall find that ſhe 
is ſtill ſetting herſelf up in Oppoſition to 
her Creator, and is indeed the very Re- 
verſe of what ſhe was created; as we 
ſhall find by an Induction of a fe Parti- 
culars. 


I. She was created to be a Meet-help 
to Man za nd ſhe is a Helper indeed, for 
as the ingenious 2varles has it, 


— — For inConcluſs on, 


She belp'd poor Adam to bis own Confuſion, 


_—_—_ A: MS ate ia | 


m Shewasdeſign'd to Man as a Blef- 
ſing, but ſhe has proved a Curſe to him, 

and all his Poſterity ; betraying him in- 

to the Hands of the Devil, and making 


A Hiſt ory of Lewd Namen. F 
him (by her Inſinuations) liable to ever 
laſting Wrath and Vengeance. 

3. She was created to be in Subjection 
to her Husband, but inſtead of that, no- 
thing will pleaſe her, but to be Lord and 
' Maſter over him; and many Men are 

ſo fooliſh to give Way to the Uſurpa- 
tion: For as Adem to gratify his Wife, 
parted with his Innocence, rebelled 
againſt his Maker, and made himſelf mi- 
ſerable ; ſo it is now with many Men, 
who to pleaſe their Wiyes, will part 
with all they have, and are willing to 
transfer that Sovereignty, that Heaven 
has given them, to their Wives; who 
thereby make themſelves the moſt abject 
of Slaves; and nor only loſe their Re- 
putation, but that Peace and Quiet 

which they thought to have preſerv'd b 

it: For having gotten that Rule whi 

was never deſigned them, they uſe it in 
that Arbitrary Manner, that they make 
all they have to do withal, ſbon find the 
dire Effects of their inſupportable 'Ty- 
ranny, And it is juft it ſhould be ſo; 
for the Man having ſought Peace and 

- 88 Satisfaction, by giving up 
all to his Wife (which was going the 

Wah NOPE wrong 
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6 _ Look e er you Leap 2 OF, 
wrong Way to work, ſinds himſelf far- 
ther from his Expectations than ever. 
Let's apply this a little more particu- 
larly to Adam and Eve; for as it was in 
the Root, ſo it is in the Branches. 
Adam was firſt formed, then Eur, 
whence ſacred Writ drew this neceſſary 
Inference, That the Man- was not mage for 
the Woman, but the Woman for the Man: So 
then, bythe very Order of Nature, 'the 
.Pre-eminence was in the Man; it was 
Adam and Eve, and not Eve and Adam: 
And while it was thus, they were happy: 
But Eve not contented with her Hu- 
band's Company, muſt needs be wan⸗ 
dering or rathergadding abroad (a Trick 
that all her Daughters have got to this 
Day) and by that means loft thatProtec- 


tion ſhe might otherwiſe have expected, 


while ſhe was with her Husband, and in 
the Way of her Duty. Well let it be as it 
will, a rambling ſhe muſt go: And why 
not, will her Daughters ſay now? Sure 
ſhe was as well able to go as Adem; the 
wasn't a Baby; beſides ſhe was as Inno- 
cent as he ; and no Body was there to 
hurt her: what ſhould ſhe be afraid of? 
Let Adam take care of himſelf, ame 
* 
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te drefling of the Garden; ſhe had a 


had ſo fair an Occaſion to tempt her: 
Nor half ſo well have introduc'd his Diſ- 


ſelf but contradict it, replying, Ve mayeat 
e the Fruits of the Trees of the Garden: But ' 
« of the Fruit of the Tree which is in the midſt 
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Mind to look about her, and ſurvey all 
the Beauties of Paradiſe, and ſee the Ho- 
mage that the Creatures paid her as ſhe 
was traverſing thoſe delicious Walks. 
'Thus will her Daughters now plead for 
her; (an evident Token they are Chips 
of the old Block, and would loſe Para- 
diſe again, if it were in their Power.) 
But ſee the fatal Iſſue of this rambling ! 
She goes directly to the forbidden Tree; 
ſhe might have been ſafe in any other 
Place in all the Garden beſides that : for 
had ſhe not 'been there (upon the very 
Spot as one may ſee) the Serpent (or 
the Devil in the Serpent) could not have 


courſe. But being by the Tree, ſhe gave 
the Devil a fair Occaſion to offer her of 
the Fruit. And then, tho' the Devil in- 
troduced his Diſcourſe with a horrid Lie 
Tea, bath God ſaid ye ſhall not eat of eve- 
7 Tree of the Garden! This was ſo bare- 
ac'd anUntruth, that Eve could not her- 
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of thi Garden, God bath ſaid, Te foal wht 


eat of it, neither ſhall ye touch it, left ye die, 

And here by the Way we may take 
Notice, that tho' it was before Eve was 
made, that God gave the Prohibition of 
the Tree of Knowledge to Adam; yet Adam 
like a good careful zHusband, had made 
her acquainted with the Command of 
God in that Particular; aad which there- 
ſore ſhe could readily oppoſe the Ser- 
pent with; So that the did not fin out 
of Ignorance; for Adam had made her 


gz cquainted wich her Duty. 


Bur to proceed. The Serpent finding 


the Woman knew her Duty; and that 


ſhe had already refuſed the Falacy that 
he was putting upon her; he began to 
play anether Game, and to tell her that 
God had.impoſed upon her; and that he 
nad forbid her to eat of that Tree, not 
becauſe: ſhe ſhould die when the had fo 
done, but becauſe ſhe ſhould not be as 
-wiſe as himſelf · Ye ſhall not ſurely die, ſaid 
hey but ye (ball be as Gods, &c. Nay, he 
had the Impudence to call God himſelf 
to be his Voucher: God doth know, ſaid 


£:- 
* 


Re, thut in the Day ye eat thereof, then your _ 
Eyes ſhall be opened, and je ſhall be a Go 
RY | knowing 


4 
. 
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the Tree was gov 


n IV, : And if God, that made her, 
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Emowing Good and Evil. And what do:s 
Eve oppoſe to this; why, inſtead of 
confuting the Devil as ſhe might eaſily 
have done, for ſhe was no Fool; God, 


that had made h, had endued her with 


Knowledge, which was a Part of that 
Image of his, in which ſhe was created : 
for ſhe had already catch'd him in a Lye, 
for he was a Lyar from the Beginning, 
and ſhe might eaſily have argued, there 
Was no Credit to be given to a Lyar; but 
(inſtead of this) fhe looks upon the Tres, 
and had no ſooner done fo. bur ſhe in- 
wardly complies with the Temptation; 
Me was already in a longing Condition, 
and therefore furniſhes herſelf with At- 
guments to 1 her taſting it: She ſaw 
or Food, and therefore 
why ſhould it not be eaten: For as 
£2 warles ingeniouſly terms it. 
Why vas it made, if not to be enjey d! 
Negle# of Favours mates a Favour void. 
Beſides, it was not only good for Food, 
but alſo pleaſant to the Eye: and her Eye, 
muſt be pleaſed as well as her Palace. 


Bur there was another Motive too, and 


that was, It was 4 Tree to be diſiced to make 


had 
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8 Look ere you Leap: Or, 
had not already given her that Wiſdom 

which he ſaw proper for her; but ſhe muſt 
go about to mend what he had made. 1: 
is no Wonder that Women now a-day: 
are ſo ambitious of being thought wiſe | + 
I ſee tis an hereditary Diſeaſe, a is 
the Mother, and they can't help it. 
But now if Eve had improv'd the Wiſ- 
dom that God had given her, which was 
that which was really for her Good, ſhe 
would have argu'd at another Rate; and 
have check'd the firſt budding our of her 
inordinate Deſires, in ſomeſuch Manner 
as this: © I bave already taken this Ser- 
* pers in one Lye, and therefore why 
* ſhould ] believe bim in any thing be 
*. ſays ? He that bas tbe Impudence 10 
give the Lye to the peſitive Commands 
„ the God,of Truth, deſerves no Cre- 
* dit nor Regard: What thi the Frait 
& looks pleaſant to the Eye, it may be 
bitter to the Taße: Beſides bere are 
„ innumerable Trees, hearing all Manner | 
© of delicious Fruit, equally pleaſant |} | 
© to the Eye, and much ſweeter to the |. 
* Taſte, and thoſe we are allow'd the Jie 
* of : And ſeeing God has been ſo boun- 
& tiful to ws, in allowing us the 222 
ä | e 


— 


LY? 
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4 of all rhe reſt, why ſhould I think that 
© be denied us this, but becauſe be knew 
there was ſome noxious Quality lay bid 
& init, which wouid do us Hurt: I will 
therefore content myſelf with what 
God hath given me; and be wi ling to 
* be without what be is not willing 1 
* ſhould have. I will thereforg conſult 
« no longer with this ſubtle Serpent, but 
© retury to my Hutband, and know bis 


E Judgment in the Matter. | 7. 


This had been to argue like a wiſe and 
a good Woman, and like one that had 


* 


kept the Station wherein her great and 


wiſe Creator had placed her. 5 
But alas! She acted quite other ways 


and having an Ambition to be wiſe above 


what ſhe ought, above her Husband, 
nay, above God himſelf, who had plac'd 
her in ſuch a ſubordinate Station; ſhe 
became a fool , She was (as ſhe is forc'd 
to confeſs 2fterwards) beguiled by the 
Serpent, and ſhe did eat. To ſatisfy her 


luſtful Eye, and liquoriſh Palate, ſhe ruin» 


ed both herſelf and her Poſterity, and 


we are forced to eat of the four Crabs in 


the Wilderneſs, becauſe ſhe ſeaſted on 
the forbidden Fruit in Paradiſe; ! .- . 


12 Toa cer you Leap: Or; 
| But let us trace her a little further: 
[| No doubt but as ſoon as ſhe took and eat 
| of that Fruit, her Eyes were open'd, her 
| Conſcience ſmote her, ſhe knew theDe- 
| vil had deceived her, and that ſhe had 
made herſelf liahle to the Wrath of an 
15a offended God; and yet all this did not 
| deter. her from taking another Apple, 
; 

; 


— . Q R—_ 


1 and carrying it to her Husband, whom 

ſhe was willing to involve in the fame 

Guilt and Ruin with herſelf, that ſo he 

igbt periſh with her. 

; d therefore being now transformed 
into a Kind of a Devil incarnate, ſhe 
thus began. we par the Devil with her 
Husband firſt of all. 

My deareſt Adam, the deareſt Part of 
my ſelf, the Comfort of my Life. and 
the fole Joy of Paradiſe, without whoſe 
happy Company I know nor how to 
live, I have bere brought you the moſt 
delicious Fruit that ever yet your Eyes 

Ht beheld, or that yet you have taſted. 

| What Fruit is this, my deareſt Eve, my 

lovely Fair, ſaid he? It looks as if it were 
an Apple plucked from the forbidden 
Tree. And ſuch it is, my Dear, ſaid 

ſhe. Hew: my dear Eve, ſaid * 
Me. ave 
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Have you done: Nay, rather, what have 


you not done in doing this? You've bro- 
gen the Command of our Creator, and 
have thereby incurred the dreadful Pe- 
nalty of Death: Ah! you are loſt be- 
yond Recovery: Ah! why would you 
do ſuch a Thing as this? How can you 
now endure your Maker's Preſence? O 
do not entertain ſuch Thoughts as theſe, 
replied the fair She-Devil: There is no 


Danger near: Come, taſte the Apple; 


you'll ſay 'tis a moſt delicious one; L 
dare not taſte it, he replied again; it is 
forbidden by my great Creator; forbid- 
en on the Penalty of Deatk: What 
wou'd Igive hadſt not thou taſted neither: 
Methinks thy Countenance is ſtrangely 
altered: 1 tee the Symptoms of grim 
Death upon thee. Io hom Eve re- 
plied, "Tis only your Cn Fancy, I've 
eaten, and am ttill in perfect Health: 
nay, I ſee more clearly than 1 did before, 
Come, prithee ear, dear Adam. To 
Whom Adam ſaid thus: I dare not eat, 
my Fair one; For our Creator is a God of 
Truth, and has ſufficient Power to make 
his Threatnings good. Eve, ſeeing Adam 
10 inflexible, puts Finger in ker Eye, and 
> B z falls 


— — — — 


14 Look e er you Leap: Or, | 
falls a. crying: But they were all falſe and 

diſſembling Tears: he wept not, becauſe 
ihe had offended Heaven, and broke its 
juſt and equitable Laws; but becauſe yet 
the had not prevailed with Adam, to be a 
Partner with her in her Guilt: Which 
made her urge him further, thus: I ſee 
you've now mo Love at all for me: 1 
brought this Fruit for you, becauſe tas 
youd and pleaſant, and would make one 
wiſe':' and now you ſligh- my Love. and 
wont accept my YFreſmt : Had yeu 
broug ht ' any thing to me I'd certainly 
have took it from you let the Event it 
be what it would. But you, I ſee, ban t 
the ſame Love jor me, at | have for you. 
Adam, o' ercome by theſe lat Words of 
her, received the Apple from her ſaying, 
Well you ſhall ſee I will not be o ercome 
in loving you | 


Pil eat the Apple, tho 1 laſe my Life, 
And ſacrifice my Soul to pleaſe my IM ie. 
Nc tho? we cannot poſhbly know 
what Diſcourſe paſſed between Eve and 
Adam upon this Occaſion, yet we may 
rationally believe it was ſomething like 
this: For we are. not by any 3 
N «i * 
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believe that Adam and Eve ſtood on each 
Side of the Tree, as they are uluaily pie- 
tured ; it being certain that Adam was 


not with her when ſhe entered into that 
Dialogue with the Serpent, by which 
ſhe was overcome. And it is plain trom 


the firſt Epiſtle of St. Paul to Timothy, 


that Adam was not deceived ;* but Eve, 
being deceived, was firſt in the Tranſ- 
greflion. I conclude therefore that Adam 
knew what he did, but he did it to pleaſe 
his Wife, who, by ber diſſembling 
Tears, drew him in to be a Partner in 
her Guilt; for otherwife he muſt ave 


been deceived as well as ſhe : Beſides, 


when Sentence came to be given againſt 
him by the Almighty, the Reaſon thar is 
rendered for it is, Becauſe tbeu haſt bear k- 
ened to the Voice of thy Wife; and that 
not only becauſe Eating the Forbidden 
Fruit was an actual Rebellion againſt 
God, but becauſe in the doing of ir, he 
hearkened to the Voice of his Wife, and 
did it at her Deſire, which was contrary 
to the Order of Nature. 

Thus have I gone thro' this Hiſtory 


of the Fall of our Firſt Parents; which 


appears to be firſt a Plot of the * | 
hs vl 


— — 
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a Lick ere you Leap; Or, 
1 vil againſt the Woman, and ſecondly a 
| Plot of the Women againſt her Husband, 

to drew him into the ſame Guilt and Mi- 


| ſety with herſelf : Sd that what, at the 
| firſt Sight, look'd like Kindneſs in her, was 
the greateſt Piece of Treacbery and Ur-- 
| kindneſs that ever was acted inthe World : 
And if Eve, that was created perfect, 
Ji without the leaſt Blemiſh, or Inclinati- 
| on to Evil, was ſo eaſily ſeduced by the 
| Devil; and drawn away from the primi- 
| tive Integrity, and made a Kind of De- 
| 

| 


vil coher Husband to draw him into the 
ſam Sin and Miſery that ſhe bad plun- 
ged herſelf into, thro' her own Diſobe- 
nience; what may we think of all her | 
Daughters that are deſcended from her? 
wh Is it any Wonder that Wine ſhould have 
"i a Tang of the Veſſel in which it has 
Rl! been encloſed 2 Or who can bring a 
Hy clean Thing out of an unclean? It the 
tit Fountain be corrupred, can the Streams 
de pure? Why then ſhould we expect 

that anyof the Daughters of Eve ſhould 
BY be better than their Grandmother? I am 
1 ſure there is a 2 great deal of Reaſon to 
think em much worſe: For the Streams 
always grow more Muddy the * 
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4 Hifory of Lewd Women. 17 
they are from the Fountain. And Hi- 
ſtory will abundantly inform us, that as 
the World grew in Years, ſo Women 
grew in Wickedneſs, each Age being 
worſe than the preceeding. But perhaps 

you will ſay, Did not Men grow in 
Wickedneſs as well as Women? Yes, I 
rant they did; but it was Women led 
— firſt aſtray; for the Son of Sirach 
will tell you (Eccleſ 19. 2.) That Vimen 
lead Wiſe zuin out of the Way, and put 
Men of Underſtanding to Reproof : And 
therefore poſitively affirms. That all 
Wickedneſs is but little to the Wickedneſs of 
a Wiman, Well therefore might the 
Poet ſay: | 


Look not on an ill Waman ! for ſhe's worſe, 

Than all Ingredients cramm'd into a Curſe - 
Were ſbe but peeviſh, proud, an arrant Whare, 
Perjur'd and painted, if ſhe were no more. 

I card forgrve ber, and conntve at this, 

Alledging ſtill, fhe but a Woman i; 

But ſhe is worſe, and may in Time foreſtall 

The Devil, and be the Danning of us all, 
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Look &re you Leap: Or, 
C HAP. II. 


FTbe Character of Women, as well out of the 
Sacred Writings, . as of other Aut bent ick, 
and approved Hiſtorians. 


'FFAVING: ſhewed the: deplorable 
1 and forever to be lamented, De- 
fect ion of Women from their priſtine 
Purity and Integrity, in the fore-going 
Chaper and that they cannot be much 
beer fincey left any ſhould think what 
J have. faid thould be but one Doctor's 
Opinion, 1 ſhail in chis Chapter ſhew 
you what has been the Opinion of the 
wileſt Vienof ail Ages concerning them, 
beginning with the Sacred Wricings, 
which are unexceptionable. 

I hall begin with Solomon And if we 
conſider, beſides the mighty Fame he 
bad tor Wiſdom, (for the inſpir'd Author 
of the Book of Kings tells us, 1 Kings iv. 


29. That God gave Solomon Wiſdom: and 


Underſtanding exceeding much, for Solomon's 
Wiſdom excelled the Wiſdom of all the Cbil- 


dren of the Eaſt-Country, and all the * 
| Prat” 


and ſharp 4s a two edged Sword, Her Hes go 
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Egypt: for be war wiſer than all Men. «= 
75 bis Fame was in of! Noticn: fund os 
bout-= For be ſpake three thouſand Proverbs, 
and bis Songs were a thouſand and five 3 and 
the great Experience he had of Women, 


' fot he had three bundred Wives, an ſeven 


bundred Concubines. Surely he cannot but 
be allow 'd a very competent Judge in this 
Matter. Let us hear then what Counſel 
he gives to his Son, Prov. ii. 1. My Son, 
if thou wilt receive my Vd, and bide wiy 
Commandments with' thee--- Diſcretion fall 
preſerve thee, Underſfonding ſhall keep tber. 
To deliver thee from the range Women, even 
from the Stranger which flattereth with ber 
Word.; which jorſaketh the Guide of ber 
Youth, and forgetteth tbe Covenant of ber Cod. 
For ber Houſe int linetb to Deatb, and ber Paths 

un to the Dead: None that go unto ber returm 
again, neither take they bold of the' atbs of 
Life : For the Lips of a ſtrange Woman' drop 
as the Honey cumb and ber Month is ſmoother 
than Oil ; but ber end is bitter as Wor : 


: 


J 


down to Dearb, ber Step take bold of Hel: 
Left thou ſhould" porter the Path of Life, bev' 
Ways are moveable, that thow cam not know 
em. Remove thy my fur from ber, and 

20 4 come R : 
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Look ere you Leap: Or, 


come not near the Door of ber Houſe ; leſt 


7548 give thine Hon ur unto others, and thy» 
Tears unto the Cruel. Left Strangers be filled 

with thy Wealth, and thy Lebours be in the 
Houſe of a Stranger, and thou mourn at the 

la, when thy. Fleſh and thy Body are con- 
ſumed ; and ſay, how have I bated Inſtruc- 
tion, and my Heart deſpiſed Reproef? And 
why, wy Son, wilt thou be raviſhed with a 
e Woman, and embrace the Boſom of a 


Stranger? Prov. vi. 25. Luft not after ber 


Beauty in thy Heart, neither let ber tak: thee 
with ber Zhe-lid. Fer by means of a whoriſh. 


Women, a Man is brought to apiece of Bread, 
_ end the Adultereſi will bunt for the precious 
Life. Can a Mans take Fire in bis Boſom, 
and his Cloaths. nit be burnt ? Can one go 


upon bat :Coals, and bis Feet not be burnt ? 
So is he that goetb to hit Neighbours Wife, 
whoſoever toucheth ber ſhall not be innocent 
Whoſo.. committeth Adultery with a Woman, 
lacketh Underſtanding ; be that doth it de- 
ftroyeth his 02yn Soul: A wound and diſhonour 
{ball be get, and bis Reproach ſhell not be wip d 
away: Here Solomon gives his Son, and 
in him all the Sons of Adam, fair warn 
ing to beware of e Women, by ſet- 


ting before him the excream Daoger he 


* 


them, or having any Thing to do with 
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ſhall run, and the certain Ruin that 
will be the Conſequence of following 


them. In the ſeventh Chapter of tho 
Proverbi, he gives an Account of their al- 
luring young Men to their luſtful Em- 
brace, and there alſo gives a Character 
of her, telling what a one ſhe is: In 
Prov. vii. 6, 8, 9 10, &c. At the Window 
ef my Houſe I looked through the Caſement, 
and bebeld among the ſimple cones, a young 
Man void of Underſtanding; paſſing thro” 
the Streets near the her Corner, and be went 
the way to ler Howſe : (It ſeems he was 
acquainted with her haunts, and ſo he 
knew where to find her, and at what 
hours ſhe uſed to walk abroad; which 
was the Reaſon, of his going in the Twi- 
light in the Evening, in the black and dark 
Night, for the was a common Night- 
walker; as we have many of them in 
this our Age, «notwi. ſtanding all the 
Endeavours of the worthy. Societies for 
Reformation.) And behold. there met bim 4 
Women with. the Attire e an Harlot, and 
ſubtil of Heart :(Juft{uch as they are now 
as ſubtil as the Devil, but not half ſo 
bone.) She is Joud and fubborn, ber Feet 
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22 Look er 9e Leap © Or, . 
abide not in br Houſe: Now ſbe is wit bout, 4 
non in the Streets, and lietb in wait at ev > 
Corner. (It ſeems ſhe looks out ſharp 
for Cuſtomers, and was a Scold as well 
as a VVhore ; ſor ſhe was bud and clamoraus 
anda great Goſſip, jor ber Feet abide nat 
In her Houſe ; that is to ſay, ſhe would : 
never ſtay at home.) So ſhe caught bim : 
and kiſſed bim, and, with am imp Face F 
ſaid unto h, I bave Peace-offerings with 
me: This Day have Ip my Vows, &c- q 
VVelt might Solomon call her impudent, g 
Mat. could boaſt of her Religion, as an 
Argument for her wickedneſs. But you 
Will ſay, what was all this for? why, 
d entice the ſfooliſh Man to her luftful | 
Embraces : Come, ſays ſhe, le: wi take our 1 
Fu Leue untilibe Morning ; lit us ſolace PD 
 aw>ſelver with Love: With ber much fair 


ana fo (tempted and overcame him, 


and ſo) cam d bim 10 yield ; with the flatter» 
ing of bei M And the Ef- 
ekt of this 


4 Hiftory of Lewd Women. 29 
Hrarlen wnto me now therefore, O ye Children, 
and attend io the Words of my Month : Let 
not thy Heart incline to ber Ways, go not a= 
ftray in ber Paths : for ſhe bath caſt down ma- 
ny wounied ; yea many ftrong Men have beers 
fla by ber: Fler Howſe is the way to Hell, 
going down to the Chambers of Death: Here 
is ſuch a De ſcription of a lewd VVoman: 
drawn by a Divine Pencil, that unleſs a 
Man be given up to Ruin and Deftruc- 
tion, will deter any thinking Man from 
her pure Embraces, and fo much the 
rather, as coming from a Man that had: 
ſo large and fo fad Experience of them. 
But methinks I hear ſome (that value- 
themſelves upon their Honefty) fay, Ti 
true, bere is @ very diſmal Account of Wo-- 
men; but then yen muſt take along with 
Jon, tis only of EEWD WOMEN. 
To this I anſwer, that readily agree 
to what the ObjeRor ſays; but then I 
would ask, what they intend or mean by 
 bewdWomen? If they tell me, they mean 
thoſe that are Whore: z 1 will readily 
gram, that VV hores arelewd VVomen 
but are there none but VVhores that axe 
lewd ? It were wellfor thouſands of Men 
is there were not: There are lewd V Vo- 


C3 


men, 


24. Look Ger you Leap: Or, 
men that are no Whores, and yet are ten 
Times worſe; becauſe their Lewdneſs is 
more difficult. ro be known, and harder 
to be avoided : They carefully conceal 
their Lewineſs till they have decoy'd a 
Man into the matrimonial Nooſe, and 
then they have him ſate enough till Deatb 
unties the. Knot. The ſame inſpir'd Wri- 
ter therefore tells us, Prov xxi. 9. It 5s 
better te duell in a C-ruer of the Houle Top, 
than with. a brawling' Woman in a wide 
Houſe. ' Nay, ſays he; in the 19th Verſe | 
of the ſame Chapter, Ii rs better to dwell 
 imalWilderneſs, than with-a contew ious and 
ang "Woman; and further to ſhew the 
conſtant Plagne of ſuch a Woman, he 
| tells us, A centinua! dropping in a very rainy 
B Day, and a cinteniious Woman, are like, 
Prov. xxvii- 15- and yet ſhe might be 
no whoriſh Woman for all this. It was 
Solomon's Wives that drew away. his 
Heart from God, to commit Idolatry, and 
to ſerve dumb Idols For though Solomon 
was the wiſeſt of Men, yet bi, Outlandiſh 

VMi ves cauſed him to err, Neh. xiii. 26. 
And were not theſe lewd Women, think 
you, that could thus draw off. their 
Husbands from the Service of the true 
God, 
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Affliction, to curſe God and die, But you 


A Hiftory of Lewd Women, 27 
God to worſhip Idols ? And therefore to 
conclude with Solomon, after he had ſeen 
the lewdneſs of Women, and r-pemed his 
having been drawn to Folly by them, he 
comes, in the 7th Chap er of Ece leſiaſtes, 
to give you his Judgment upon the whole 
Matter concerning chem, Verſe” 26 
1 find more bitter than Deatb, the Woman, 
whoſe Heart is Snares and Nets, and her 
Hands as Bands ; whoſo pleaſetb God, ſhall 
eſcap- her, but the Sinners ſhall be taken by her. 
Bebold ibis have ] found ſaith the Preacher } 
count ing one by one, to find out the Account, 
which yat my Soul ſeeketh, but I find not: 
One Man amorg a Thouſand bave I found e 
but a Woman among all thoſe baue I n+ 
found. And this, I think, is a very fair 
Account of the Lewdneſs of Women. 
| Ard pray, what can we think of ho- 
neſt Job's Wife; I don't at all believe ſhe 
was a Whore, but certainly ſhe was a ves 
ry lewd Woman, or elſe ſhe would never 
have counſelled Fob, in the midft of his 


may be ſure it was not for nothing, that 
when all that Job had was put into the 


Devil's Hand, that Fob might be afflicted 0 
thereby, yet he ſhould ſpare his Wife: ñ⁶ĩ 
1 C 4 The 
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and, as has been noted before. 
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The truth is, the Devil did take away all 


that he thought any Comfort to him, and 
whoſe Loſs would be an Affliction; but 


as for Fob's Wife (the Devil was fo well 


acquainted with Woman, ever ſince he 


was ſo great with our Grandmother Eve 
in Paradiſe, that) he thought ſhe might 


be a greater Plague to Jab while living, 

than all his other Afflictions. 

And indeed fo ſhe proved, for firſt ſhe. 

adviſed him to curſe God, which holy 

® 2 not only refuſed to do, but gave her a 
vere Rebuke, {ur giving bim ſuch wick- 


ed Counſel: but this was not all, for du- 


ring his whole Afflictions, ſhe cart ied it 
very un naturally towards him, as 7 
complains, Chap. 19. 16. My Breath is 
frange to my Wife, tho" I entreated for the 
Children's ſoſe of my ewn Body: Which is, 


- as if he had ſaid; I could not get my own 
Wife to come near me, tho' Ius d all the 
Perſuaſions imaginable, and conjured her 


dy the Remembrance of thoſe loſt Pledges 
of our conjugal Embraces. But tis no 
wonder that he could not find a virtuous 


Woman in one Wife, when Solowon pro- 


feſſes he could not find one in a Thou- 


ain, 
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A Hifory of Leud Women, 27 
Again look but over the Hiſtory of 
the Kings of iſrael and FJudab. and you 
will find that almoſt all the Wickedneſs 
which they commited, was from the In- 
digation of their Wives. We read much 
of the Wickedneſs of Abab, but it was 
Jex bel that put him on. Let me give 
you one Inſtance: Nabtoth the Fezreelitcy 
had a Vineyard which was in Fezreel, 
hard by the Palace of Abad, and it land- 

ing convenient for bim, King = had 
a mind to buy tt of him, and was ſo fair 
as to offer him either a better Vineyard, 
in lieu of it, or elſe to give him the 
worth of it in Money: But Nsbo:b would 
not ſell the Inheritance of his Father's, 
and therefore was reſolved nor to part 
wich it: Abab was much indiſpoſed upon 
this Denial, and grew ſick or ſullen upon 
it, tor he would eat no Meat. Jezebel 
enquiring the Reaſon, he tells her: O, 
ſaid ſhe, let me alone for that, I'll get ir 
ſor you, III warrant ye. What now does 
is Jade do (for ſhe had all her Paces, 
having a great deal of Policy, tho' no Pie- 
ty) but writes a Letter to the Elders and 
Nobles to proclaim a Faſt, uſhering in 
her Wickedneſs with an Ad ion of Reli- 
| FT gion 
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28 _ Look ver jou Leap: Or, © 


gion (to put an Affront upon Heaven, 


as well as a cheat upon Men) and then 


'accuſes 'Naboth of Blaſphemy (having 


before-hand/go:ten ſome Knights of the 
Poſt to ſwear it) and ſo innocent Na- 


batb was condemned to die for his pre- 
tended Blaſphemy, and his Vineyard 


was forfeited to King Abab. And thus 
this wicked Woman brought the Guilt 


of innocent Blood upon her Husband 


and the whole Kingdom: And the King 
ſuffered (as our Grandfather Adam did 


before him) for hearkening to the Voice 


of his Wife. 


What was Sampſon's Wife but a lewd | 


Woman; for who elſe would ſo barba- 
roully have betray'd her Husbund, as ſhe 
did, ro her Country-men? The Story is 


this: Sampſon, at his Wedding-feaft, put 
forth a Riddle to his Wife's Countrymen 


wich this Condition, that if they found 
it out, in or during the ſeven Days of the 


Feaſt, then he was to give to thirty of 
them thirty Shirts or Sheets, and thirty 


Changes of Garments : Or, if they could 
not find it out, they were to give him 


: We 
fo many: But they having puzzled rheiry x 
Brains ſome Days to no purpoſe, at _ ty 
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ſet his Wife (their Conntry-woman) to 1 
get it out of him, and then to tell them: ö 
but Sampſon knowing very well what bis bl | 


Wife was (that is, a Woman) would 
not let her know it, whereupon ſhe put 
Finger in Eye, ard falls a puling and 
crying, and told him, he didr'c care for 
; her, but hated her, or elſe he would have 
© | told her the Riddle: (Juſt lite the reſt of 
1 | _ the Sex at this Lay, whe, if they can't 
> | -have what they wiilef their Eusbands, 
a | ſtraightfailawecpingand cry. their Huſ- 
e | bands don't love em; when the. eruth is, 
tis they jthat don't love their Husbands ; 
a | forif they did.they would not deſire more 
a- than their Husbands are willing to give 
ne | em: they muſt be humour'd,tho'co their 
is Husbands Ruin) Smpſon, like a pru- 
zut dent Man, told his Wife it was unreaſon- 
en] able in her to ask it, for he had not fo 
nd] wuch as told it to his own Father or 
Mother; and therefore deſired her to be 
Aatisfy'd : But all he could ſay was to no 
Purpoſe, ſhe longed to know, and know 
ſhe mult ; or elſe Sampſon ſhall lead but a 
weary Lite; ſo that at laſt, being quite 
Med out by her impertinent Importuni- 
be told her; becauſe (ſaith the = 
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30 Look e re you Leap: Or, 
foe lay ſore upon bim; that is, ſhe would ne- 
ver let him reſt : Well, what does ſhe do 
now ſhe does know? Why this Devil of 
a VVife goes preſently, and betrays her 
Husband's Secrets to his Adverſaries; 
and thereby brings him indebted to' em 
thirty Sbirts and thirty Caanges of Gar- 
ments, aich they muſt othetwiſe have 
given him: was not this a fine Help- 
meet, chink ye, to go and betray her 
own Husband ro his Enemies ? But what 
elſe could be expected from a Daughter 
of Eve? But I hope ſhe may be allowed 
to be a lewd VVoman. | 

- Inſtances of ſuch fort of VVomen are 
without Number, but 1 ſtudy Brevity. 
And therefore ſhall now. proceed to give 
you the Opinion of others concerning. 
them: And then you will ſee what 1 
have (aid is not one Doctor's Opinion a- 
lone, but the conftant Opinion of all 


ges. ' 
Among all the Antients, there is none 
more worthy of Regard, than the 
Son of fired, who was not only a very 
wiſe Man, but ſo reputed by all Men in 
his time, as well as in the following Ages: 
Let us ſee then his Opinion of * 
whic 
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which you may find in the Book of Eccle- 


© ſays be, anyPlague, but che Plague of the 
Heart, and any wickedneſs,but the wick- 


_ *witha Lion and a Dragon, than to keep 


_ | © Houſe with a wicked Woman. The 
_ | < wickedneſs of a Woman changeth her 


© Face, and darkneth her Countenance 
* like Sackcloth--All wickedneſs. is but 
© lictle to the wickedneſs of a Woman; 
et the Portion of aSinner fall upon her. 
As the climbing of a ſandy way is to the 
Feet of the aged, ſo is a Wife full of 
<© Words to a quiet Man. A Woman abat - 
veththe Courage, maketh an heavy Coun- 
"renance, and a wounded Heart: A Wo- 
man that will not comfort her Husband 
in Diſtreſs, maketh weak Hands andſe e- 
*bleK nees: Of Woman became the begin- 
* ning of Sin, and thro' her we all dic. 
Give the Water no Paſſage, nor a wicked 
Woman liberty to gad abroad. If ſhe go 
not as thou wouldſt have her cut her off 
from thy Fleſh, and give her a Bill of 
Divorce, and let her go- Thus far the 
Son of Syrach, whom we all muft grant by 


. hat I hare cited out ot him, to be a Man 


nch {great Underſtanding, So- 
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frafticus, in Chap. 25. 13. &e. * Give me, 


*ednefs of Woman : I had rather dwell 
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22 Look ere yan Lead: Or, 
Socrates, was one of the moſt famous. | 
Philoſophets of his Age, and he tells us, ; 
Women are by Nature more pitiful | * 
than Men; bur, being moved to Au- : 
c 

8 

* 


ger, they become more envious chan 
a Serpent, more malicious than a Ty- 
rant, and more deceitful than the De- 
vil: He that can abide a curſed Wife, 
wy d not care hat Company he lives 
A Womanonce made equal with 
— becomes his Superior. There 
is no Creature that more defireth Ho- 

© nour, and keepeth it worſe than a 
Woman. Another of the Antients | ra 
tells us, That Beauty in the Faces of th 
Women, and Folly lin their Heads, be 
© ewo, Worms that fret Mens. Lives and 
by waſte their Goods: And that Wo- 
© men for a little Goodneſs, look for 
© great Praiſe; bur; for much Evil, no 

© Cnaftiſement. 

Euripides tells us, That Woman 1 is 
| « a herce Beaſt,” and a perillous Enemy 
to the Common-wealth; for ſhe is of 
© much Power to do great harm. And 
that as the Eagle, when ſhe ſoars near- 
©. eſt the Sun, hovers for a Prey; and 


che Salamander is moſt warm, 1 
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; A Hiſtory of Lewd Women 33 
© he lives from the Fire, ſoa Woman is 
* moſt Heart-hollow, when ſhe is moſt 
©Lip-holy. And tho* Women ſeem 
© chaſte, yet they ſecretly delight in 
change ; and tho their Continence be 
coy to all, yet their Conſciences can 
diſpenſe wich giving their Honour up 
to the Embraces of ſome: For Wo- 
men only in Miſchief are wiſer than 
Men, it being the Property of a Wo- 
man. to covet chat moſt which is de- 
nied her. Say h A A 
1 Plato (who was ſo famous for his Se- 
s | raphick Ep that he is often call'd 
the Divine Plato) tells us, That, like as 
e | © to a ſhrew'd Hor ſe belongeth a ſharp 
4 | © Bridle, ſo ought a curſed Woman to be 
}- | © ſharply handled. A»4d, the Cloſets of 
* Womens Thoughts are ever open, 
10 | and the Depth of their Hearts hath a 
Sting that reacheth to their Tongue's-= 
is end- And again, Womens Faces are 
my Lures; their Beauty Baits, their 
of | Looks Nets, and their Words inticing 
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and Charms. 3 3 
at- Sopbocles, a famous Tragedian, being 
and | asked why, when he brought in the 
Perſons of Women, he made 'em always 
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34 Look e er Jou Leap: Or, 
good; whereas Eurpides, (another fa- 
mous Writer of Plays) always made 'em 
bad? Anſwered, © Becauſe I reprefent 
„Women as they ſhould be; but Esri 
*« pides repreſents em ſuch as they are, 
Another ſays, There is no Woman but 
„ may be won to a Man's Will ; if 
* beautiful, wich Praiſes; if coy, with 
Prayers; if proud, with Gifts; if 
* covetous, with Promiſes. - 
1 began With Socrates, and with him 
will 1 make an End: For he affirms, 
„That a Woman's Mind is uncertain, 
« and hath as many new Devices, as 2 
* 'Tree hath Leaves; for ſhe is always 
* defirous of Changes, and ſeldom loves 
him heartily, wich whom ſhe has been 
* long converſant. And therefore be adds, 
Ttuſt not a Woman when ſhe weep- 
eth, for it is her Nature to weep, 
** when ſhe wanteth her Will = 
And now Reader pur all theſe excellent 
Qualities together, and tell me whether 
it does not make a very pretty Picture. 
And whether having ſurvey d her in a 
true Light, any can be in love with her, 
chat is not given over to Dementation, 
or that ſeeks not his own Ruin. 2 
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„Hen of Lord frames. 


Let a Man fall into what Woes be will, 

Iii Wornan that compleats bis Ruin il. 
With Wolves, Bears, Lyons, who would chuſe 
i Wo [ ro dwell, \ 
And yet a Woman is more fierce and fell; 1 
And tbo ſhe look with ſuch a charming Feature 
There is not in the World ſo vile a Creature. 
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45 H A P. III. on 
Woman conſidered in ber three-fold Capacity 
of Maid, Wife, and Widow. | | | 
AT E have already enquired into the it 
VV Sentiments of Antiquity con- 
cerning Woman, and the Character they | 
give of her, is ſufficient to make any 
wiſe Man Look" cer be Leap, and be very 
autious how he ventures to draw at that 
ttery, where for one Prize there are a 
thouſand Blanks, But we are willing to 
do them all the Juſtice we can, and will 
fee what good we can find in them in 
thoſe various Gonditions of Life, which - 
they generally paſs thro' in this World, 
wiz; Thar of ' Maid, Wife, and Widow: 
The firſt of which 3 common to all, and 
„ LS. 
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is only a Paſſage to the other two; and 
that is a Maid And if in this Conditi- 
on we find them good, we may attri- 
bute their after- badneſs to do what they 
learnt from Men; bur, if, in this their 
paſtime Condition, they are as bad as 
the Devil can make them, what hopes 
can we have that they will grow better 
afterwards, F 
Then let us firſt conſider em as Maids, 
under the Tuition of their Mothers; and 
here we ſhall find them adorn'd with ſe- 
veral Female Excellencies; which they 
practiſe ſo early, that they may well be 
thought to be born with them. For no 
ſooner can they liſp, but they can lie, 
and are taught by their Mothers, to diſ- 
guiſe the Truth: Tis true, Lying is a 
Vice common to human Nature cotrupt- 
ed by Sin, but Women are more eſpeci- 
ally prone to it; and being from the ir 
Cradles naturally Bablers, and ſubject to 
many evil Speeches, and ſuperfluous Dif- 
courſes, it is very rare, if they flip not 
with their tongues, in pernicious Lying. 
But that which makes em more blame- 
worthy is, not ſo much the utterifigiex- 
terior Lies, as interior; I mean, the mg. 
HEE 188 | bet, iu 8 
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A Hiſtory of Lewd Wemen. 
ing the inward Vices of their Minds, 
under the Veil of fair Appearances ; and 
this is generally the Guiſe of Maidens, 
who would be thought the moſt vit- 
tuous Perſons in the World, though their 
Hearts are the Rendezvous of all vicious 


Inclinations ; and fo endeavour to con- 


ceal their croſs and rugged Diſpoſitions, 
under {the Enamel of Virtue and Piety. 


And therefore, tho' they have no man- 


ner of Senſe of Goodneſs, yet they are 
conſtantly in the Church at the hours of 
Prayer, kneeling on their Knees, and 
diſſembling an Extaſy in their Meditati- 
ons, turning up the Whites of their Eyes 
to the Roof of the Temple. without 
changing their Brow, and ſo ſtrive to 
imitate all the Poſtures of a religious and 
devout Soul, that they may the ſooner 
inveigle and allure Men wich their feign- 
ed Piety, totake em for their Wives: 1 
ſaw the charming Fair One, ſays a de- 
luded Lover, at her Devotions, and oh! 
how ſerious, and how pious was ſhe! 
How were her Eyes fixed upon Heaven, 
and Celeſtial Glories! weil, it there be 
a Saint upon Earth, I'm ſure 'tis ſhe! 
She needs muſt make an extraordina- 
= FO x 77 
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38 Loo ere jou Leap: Or, | 
ry VVife,who is ſuch a ſincere Practiſer of 
Piety alread. And yec pardepe, to be 
thought ſo by ſome honeſt hearted Man 
was all the cunning Hypocrite deſigne 
thereby: For could you have but ſeen 
into her Breaſt, you might have there 
beheld her, at the ſame time, hacching a 
whole Squadron of laſcivious Defires, a 
Battalion of wicked Deſigns, and an 
Army of Folly, Vanity, and Impercinen- 
ces. And did you but follow her home, 
you would find her go preſently to Din- 
ner, where after ſhe had eat and drankto 
Exceſs, ſhe falls a dancing, Galliarding, 
and fooling, apd perhaps ſometimes 
worſe. Th us ſhe hides her Turpitude 
and Deformity, under a fair ſhew of Pie- 
ty, as a Toad among Sage, or the Aſp: 
among the Roſes ; her Superſtition and 
hypocriſy driving away Vertue, and her 
deceitful Appearancesproving the Ori- 
ginal of ſome deluded Eover's Misfor- 
tunes, by concealing from him the Cauſe 
of all his Miſeries;; like the Hyena, of 
whom it is ſaid; ſhe hides a moſt falſe and 
cruel heart, under the ſweet Muſick of 
a human Voice: Or like the Panthers, 
which keep a venomous: and 2 
il⸗ 
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A Hiſtory of Lewd Women. 39 
„ under {thoſe acceptable Va- 
riet 


. es of Colour, and her ſweet ſmelling 
in. 
Nor is the lefs remarkable for her Pride 
than her Hypocrify ; Now Pride is the 
Head of every Vice; theRoot, theSource 
and Fountain of what Is befal us: By 
Pride, the Devil, full of Rage and Spight 
cauſed our firſt Parents to be baniſh'd Pa- 
radiſe, ſubjecting us to Labour Grief, 
and Pain, and plunged us in the Gulf of 
Miſery : Nay the retreat of this unhap- 
* Vice, is chiefly in the Brain- Pan of a 
oman : for ſhe's the Idolizer of her- 


extravagant, and curiouſly nice in her 
| Attire: New, tho' ſhe be of ne'er ſo mean 
degree, ſhe will not ſtir abroad unleſs ſhe's 
dreſſed in Mode and Figure to a Nicety, 
for fear ſhe ſhould be ſeen by any Man, 
without thoſe Charms ſhe thinks are ſo 
attractive; and thereſore, however naſty 
and fluttiſh ſhe be at home, ſhe will be 
lure to be very jim when ſhe goes abroad, 
and will appear with good Cloaths on 
ger Back when ſhe's from bome, tho' in 


of th Bo es a ent Ln 


us and perhaps all the Cloaths ſhe has, are 
FN taken 


ſelf ; Pride of herſelf tis makes her ſo 


„ the Houfe ſhe wears nothing but Rags; 
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49 Look ver, gon Leap: Or, | 
taken up of a Tally-man, and unpaid 
for too. Indeed, her whole Life, while 
ſhe continues a Maid, is made up of no- 
thing elſe but Tricks and Stratagems to 
catch a Husband ; to which end ſhe puts 
herſelf into all manner of Shapes, thac 
ſhe mayaccommodate herſelf to the Hu- 
mours and Diſpoſitions of him whom ſhe 
has a Deſign upon; ſo that it it the moſt | 
difficult thing in the World for a Man 
to make choice. of a Maid for his Wife, 
becauſe they are not what they appear | 1 
to be: For if a Man aims at Riches, ſhe 
ſhall pretend to a great Fortune tho” the | & 
is worſe than nothing; and run in debt h 
to make a good Appearance: She will | a 
have a Houſe well furniſh'd, and Servants 
at her beck, and heiGarb correſpondent; | h' 
and, if ſhe can perſuade the deluded |} fa 
Lover to make her his Wife, he ſhall be || co 
arreſted ſor all thoſe. 1 hings before he 
has been married a Week; and yet ſhe ot 
will lay her Plots ſo cunningiy, it will 
be next to impoſlible to diſcover it, be- be 
fore it be too late. „ 
If a Man be to be taken by Beauty, ſhe || Þu 
will both walh, and paint, and patch, and I th 


dreſs, and do every thing that may make 


| 
lf 
| 
ll 
12 
| 
| 
| 
1g 


* 


K — 4 
— — — - 1 — _ A — ,_—_— ——— — ——— 


A Hiftory of Lewd Women. as 
her appear. fair, . eſpecially at ſuch a 4 
Time as ſhe expects the Inamorato is to ⁵ 
make her a Viſic; ſo that the poor miſta- | 
ken Man may think he courts a Beauty, 

- when, if ſhe durſt but appear as ſhe is, 
ſhe would be the very Picture of Detor- 
formity ; and, if he chance ro marry 

> her, be will find, tho? all the Night he 

t | chought he had a Beauty in his Bed, 

1 yet, when the Morning Light comes to 


„ | diſcover her, he has got a very Devil 
Cr in his Arms. „„ 
je If a gay Humour, and good Nature, 


ie | be a Thing that takes with him, ſhe'll fit 
br | him to a T, nay T and all: None ſhall 
in! appear more taking in' her Actions and 
its | Deporrment, nor ſhè w more Mcdeſty in 
atz ber diſcourſe ; declaiming always, as it 
ed || falls in her way, againſt moroſe and ill- 1 
be || conditioned Perſons. And every thing | 
he | ſhe does ſha'l ſeem ſo very kind, and io 1 
the obliging, and carry wich it ſuch an Air R 
n | of Sweetnels, that Sc/oms » himſelf might 
be be again deceived by her. And yet all 
this is nothing of her natural Temper, 1 
ſhe but a meer Force ſhe puts upon herſelt, 
and that ſo ſhe may enſnare ſome Man to 1 
nake Marry her; and then ſhe'llquickly ſbe— 
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41 Look e're you Leap: Or, |. 
her ſelf the abſolute reverſe of all he took 
r ee 
It Piety and Virtue be the thing (as to 
be ſure cis what 2 wiſe Man aims at) 
that fhe perceives het Lover will be taken 
Vith, how vain ſoever ſhe is otherwiſe, | 
or profane rather, ſhe'll be all Religion; | 
14 and if ſhe knows: the Kidney of ber Los | 
. ver (as whether he's a Church man of l 
Diſſentet ſhe'll be of the ſame Form 0 

that he is of, and follow him either to 
| Church ol)Meeting. And if her Sparks t: 
+ Church-man, he ſhall find ſome godly t 
Prayer- book ly ing in her Window, and 
find her reading (if ſhe had the leaſt No- v 
rice of his coming), in the Whole Duty 8 
of Man, or a Week's Preparation for uv 
the Sacrament ; but, if he happens tobe b 
2 Difſenter, then ſhe'll have Doolitile ſt 
vpon the Sacrament ; Or Baxter's Call hi 
unto the Uncover'd, or Ades Almoſt $ 
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Chriſtian Diſcover'd, or ſome ſuch other 
Piece, as may perſuade the honeſt Man 
dtthat ſhe s 4 ſerious Chriftian ; although, 
haps, had he come unawares upon 
Wl \er, might have caught her reading 
of a Play-book, or exercifing of her 
Fruaculty, if the had any one to play 
wit 
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* _ with her) upon a Pack of Cards. So 


that a Maid, while ſhe is thus in queſt 
After a Husband, is not the Perſon that 
ſhe ſeems to be, but turns herfelf into as 
many Shapes as Proteus, on purpoſe to de- 
ceive thoſe ſhe defigns to bring inte the 
Nooſe of Matrimony. So that it ſeems 
to be à thing impoſſible for one to mar- 
fy and not be deceived. Maids are ſuch 
cunning and deſigning Creatures. 

I knew a Gentleman, a Friend of mine 
that had a great Averſion to Tobacco, 
that courted a young Gentlewoman who 
had a Fondneſs for it; and yet the Gentle- 
woman managed herſelf with ſo much 
Subtlety, that he perceived it not, until it 
was too late to help it: But he had not 
been married long before he found her 
ſmoaking in her Chamber; which had 
he found out ſooner, not all her Portion 
(tho' ſhe was pretty heavy too) would 
have prevail'd upon him to have marry*d 
her: But tho' ſhe was cunning, yet ſhe 
found the old Proverb true, that cheating 
Play never thrives; for in a few Years 
after, it proved but an unhappy Match to 
both of 'em. And to fpeak freely, one 
Cauſe of ſo many 1 . | 
| | OCs 
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44 \ Lock cer you Leap 2 Or, 
does ſeem to be occaſioned by the Trick- 
ing (to ſay no worſe on't) that bothPar- 
ties uſe (but moſt eſpecially the F.male Sex) 
before they come together. Whereas 
would they be ingenuous in diſcovering 
their real Sentiments and true Deſigns, 
and what their ſeveralCircumſtances are, 
they would thereby cut off many Oc- 
caſions of Quarrels, and prevent tuture 

Differences in a great Meaſure. 
But ſeeing tis ſo difficult a Matter for 
a Man to prevent his being cheated in 
chooſing a Wife, it will be a Piece of Cha- 
rity to hielp bim with the beſt Advice we 


can: Iwill here therefore, before I treat 


of Woman in her ſecond Capacity, give 
ſome few Directions ; 


How to chooſe a Good Wife. 


1 AND here I differ from a certain 
. Author, who adviſes a Man to be- 
ware how he Matches with Six Sorts of 
Women: And ſo he would have him 


' Marry neither with Good nor Bad, with 
Fair nor Foal, with Rich nor Poor: I ſup- 
_ pole his Meaning is, with neither of theſe 

in\Extreams, But he need not have 828 


ol 


9 


Hiſtory of Lewd Women, 45 
ſo cautious; for there is no Danger of 
finding a Woman too good]; nor is it in- 


deed poſſible, for the moſt exalted Virtue 
is alway the beſt : And therefore, 
My firft Direction is, Chooſe one that is 


Good; that is, if thou knoweſt where to 


find her: Not that I think there are none 


Good; but I believe there are but few in 


Compariſon of the other; and for this I 
have both Scripture and Experience to 
back me : For Solomon makes the odds 
more than a Thouſand to one; which as 
it enchances the Value of thoſe that are 
good, ſo it ſhews how difficult a thing ir 


is to find one. To expect a Woman per- 


fectly good, ſince our Grandmother Eve 
was beguiled by the Serpent, is as great 
a Folly, as to look for a perfect Man, 


fince our Grandfather Adam hearkened 


to the Voice of his Wife. But tho' there 
are no Women perfectly good; yet there 


are many comparatively good; that is, 
chere are ſome better than others, and 
where 2 good Choice is ſo difficult, as to 


be almoſt next to impoſſible, a Man muſt 
be content with as good as he can get; 
and this a Man may ſafely do, withouta- 


ny ſear of meeting with one better than 
91 E a nme 
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46 Look &re you Tesp: Or, 

do very well if he can meet with one but 
halt ſo good. And for one very bad, 
(which is the next extream that Author 


would have him avoid) he may ſoon 


meet with ſuch if he ben't very careful) 
I can't ſay to his Heart's Content, but 


to his Heart's breaking, he may. ſoon 
find it, unleſs he be a Man of great Re- 


ſolution, and able co conquer the Devil, 
as a Woman did Belphegor, if that Story 
be true. I therefore purfue my firſt Ad- 


vice, Get as good a Wife as you can; 


becanſe the more good ſhe is, the better 


Wife ſhe'll be; for ſuchaone won't only 
know her Duty, but will do it. And 
where a Woman does her Duty, her 
Husband muſt needs be happy. There- 
fore as I ſaid before, be ſure, if thou 


cat ſt find one, to chuſe a good Wife. I 


confeſs ſhe's difficult ro be found ; but the 
Value of the Jewel, when thou haſt got 
her, will make amends: tor thy Trouble 


in ſeekingher ; ſo that thou wilt never 


grudge thy Pains, if it ſucceed at laſt. 
2. If thou would'ſt have a good Wife, 

chuſe one moderately fair and beautiful, 

at leaſt let her be ſo in thine own: Bye, 
e or 


2 


he would have her ; and I think it would 
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A Hip of Lewd um. 7 
for I have often obſerved, that a lovely 
and fair Face does generally prove the 


Index of a fairer Mind; When on the 


contrary, a ſwarthy Skin, homely Face, 
and a cloudy, ſullen and ſoure Aſpect, 


too plainly indicate a great Diforder in 


the Mind, and that ber Soul is as unlove- 
ly as her Body is. But do not chooſe: for 
an immoderate Beauty, or one that is 
extremely ſo; for ſuch 2 one will have 
fo many Tempters, that tis a great De- 


gree of Goodneſs that muſt keep her 


rom being overcome: For every one 
(as Osburn has it) will then be licking at 
the Honey-pot. And if ſhe's once cor- 
rupred, ſhe preſently becomes the worſt 
of Women, loſing at once all Senſe of 
Honour: And therefore rather chooſe 
one fair in thine own Eye, than one that's 
noted for a mighty Beauty. For thou 
may ſt keep the firſt entirely thine; but 
'TWill be ten to one, if ſome or other does 
not go Partners with thee in the latter: 
Beſides ſuch Beauties generally are proud, 
and ſer a mighty Value on themſelves, 
being very haughty and imperious ; and 
fuch a Temper cannot but make a Man 
extream uneaſy. Nor is there ſo much 
I E 3 Sweets 
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48 Loc ere you Leap: Or, 
Sweetneſs ina celebrated Beauty as may 
be found in others of a meaner Claſs; 
there is in ſome I know not what Je ne 
ſcay quoy, as the Fench expreſs it, as ren- 
ders one extremely taking, and yer a 
Man can ſcarce tell where it lies. And 
fuch a one as this, I'd have thee chooſe ? 
For ſhe's the leaſt apt to be led aſtray, 
and of all Ills, the leaſt is to be choſen. 
- 3 It thou would'it chooſe a Wife, aud 
not be cheated, follow her home, arid 
fee what ſhe is there; and if tis poſſible, 
ſurprize her in her Chamber; and ſee her 
in her Diſhabile. Some Maids there are, 
prink up themſelves when they go out, 
and look as trim as may be, and yet per- 
haps at home are ſuch great Slatterns, and 
ſuch dingy Creatures, one ſcarce would 
touch 'em with a pair of Tongs: I knew 
a Maid that had more than a Thouſand 
Pounds to ſer her off, and when dreſſed, 
look'd extremely well, but a young Spark 
of her's then courted her, had agreat mind 
to ſee her when undreſt; and knowingin 
what Room i!th' Houſe ſhe lay, he goes 
one Morning to the Houſe, and without 
ſaying any thing to any Body, goes up 
the Stairs directly to the Chamber oe 
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A Hiftory of Lewd Womin, 49 
his Miſtreſs, and opening the Door, goes 
boldly in, and ſees his Miſtreſs fit in her 
Bed, with a red Petticoat about her 
Shoulders, a Pipe of Tobacco in her 
Mouth, and ſhe ſmoaking of it, and a 
Chamber-pot before her, in which ſhe 
ſpit and ſpauled: This diſmalFigure gave 
the young Gentleman ſo odd a Breakfaſt 
as turned his Stomach againſt Courting 
ever after. Nor could the 'Thouſand 
Pounds, he might have had with her, 
ſo much as tempt him to another Intei- 
view. Had he not taken this Courſe, he 


had been married to ſuch a Wife as he 


could never love. And therefore as I ſaid 
follow her home, and there perhaps, 
you'll ſee her as ſhe is, and if you like 
ter, e en much good do you. 

4. Learn to kntw to what Evil ſhe is moſt 


addicted, and th:n ſte whether thor canſt bear 


with it, If you ſay you had rather have 
one that's addicted to no Evil; I readily 
agree with you, that it would be much 
better ſo;but ſuch a one is not to be had; 
and therefore where you can't have the 
Beſt, you muſt be content with the gext 


. Beſt, if you have any at all, There is 


no doubt but every Woman has ſome 
122 E 4 Fault 
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Fault or other; and therefore if 4 Man 


would chuſe to his liking, let him chuſe 
one with that Fault which be likes beſt, 
I heard one ſay, that one Man may have 
ſeveral Faults, but there's no Woman 
has any more than two; and being asked 
what thoſe two Faults were, be anſwer- 
ed, They can neither ſay well,ner do well. But 
I have more Charity for them than ſo; 
for I believe there's many of em can ſity 
well; but as for doing well, that requires 
Labour, and they don't care for working. 
But as Divines tell us, that every one has 
his Conſtitution Sin, which he is moſt 
inclined to, god theretare ought moſt to 
fitive againſt ; ſo you may be ſure, that 
tho' there be all Evil which moft'Wor 
men are pregnant With, yet every one has 
her predominant Evil, which over-tops 
all the reſt ;- ſome have one Luft, and 
ſome have another, which bears Rule in 
their Hearts and they make all the Paſ- 
tions of their Souls:contribate to the gra- 
tiſy ing that. One is given up to Covetouſ- 
neſs; another is abandoned to Pride: 

Gluttony and Drunkenneſs bears Sway 

in another; and a fourth gives up here 


ſelf ro Uncleanneſs; fo that Wee. 
7 * f | er 
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| | Her Maſter-ſin; a fifth gratifies herſelf in 
| the Exerciſę of her Tongue- This laſt is, 
1 confefs, a Weapon that they all know 
ö how to handle, but ſome are more expert 
at this chan others; for ſome perhaps 
mayn't hold out at that Exerciſe above 
an Hour or two, when cthers won't be 
tired in four and twenty. Now each Man 
is the beſt Judge of his own 'Temper,and 
Jo knows whether he can bear beſt with 
a covetous Wife, or a proud one; We- 
ther with one that's given to Drunken- 
neſs or Whoring, or whether Scolding 
be more agreeable to him; and accord- 
ingly let him make his Choice. 

4: Let him chocſe one that's tclerably 
rich, if he can; remembering till that 
a far Sorrow's better than a lean one; 
ſor Riches are a Convenience that may 
make a Man eaſy under other Inconve- 
niencies. If bis Wife be aScold, he may 
go abroad out of the hearing on'c ; and 
if ſhe be proud, he has ſomethipg to 
(+ | maintain it. Nay if ſhe be given to Who- 
ring he can leaye her, and take care of 
Y | himſelf ; Iho' I confeſs, if his Wiſe be 
re |} nach and covetous, he will be but little 
the better fert. And therefore! would 

r adviſe 
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Adviſe all Men to beware of a covetous 


Wiſe; for then he'll be never the better 
for what ſhe has; but be ready to ſtarve 
in the midſt of Plenty. 

F. Caooſe one of a calm and quietDiſ- 
poſirion, not given to Brawling and 
'Scolding ; for a Man had better dwell in 


the Wilderneſs, than with ſuch a Wo- 


man; for ſhe's like @ continual dropping 
in 4 rainy Day, as Solomon tells us in the 
Preverbs {; and is as bad a Tormentor as 
the Devil. Such a Wife had Socrates, 
who was fo given to Brawling, that he 
could never be quiet for her. At laſt he 
got the knack of going out of the Houſe, 
and let her ſcold on by herſelf : Which 
madded her fo, that ſhe reſolv'd to be re- 


veng'd on him, and ſo watching when he 


went out of Doors, ſhe flung a Cham- 
ber-pot out of the Window upon his 
Head: Ab, Bab! ſaid the Philoſopher, af- 
ter all this Thunder, I thought we ſbould 
bade ſome Rain, I have alfo read of ano- 


ther Virago, who having railed'a Storm 
of windy Words, which ſhe poured upon 


her Husband, ſo that he left the Houſe ; 
and going out into the Street, found his 
Landlord, who ſeeing him W 


g 8225 88 r EY DC TOR WTI TN 


. e 


3 —. 
'6 
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diſorder'd, ask d him what was the Mat- 
ter? He told him the Honſe ſmoaked 
ſo, he could not endure it: His Landlord 
not believing him, he F id. him go in and 
fee; which the Landlord accordingly 
did: But the Shrew, thinking it had been 
her Husband come in again, began pre- 
ſently to open upon him, with, How now, - 
you Raſcal | will you be plaguing me ſtill ? 
T'll give you enrugh ont; and therenpon 
fell foul upon him with a Bed-ſtaff: Bur 


the Landlord not liking that ſort of 


Treatment, went out again, and told 
his Tenant, He found indeed the Howſe was 
much treubled with Smoak, to that Degree, 
that he was afraid it could not be cured ; no 
not by the Cbimney Doctor. But from a 
Woman of a meek Temper, and quiet 
Diſpoſition, you may expect better Treat- 
ment. | — | 

But you will ſay, How ſhall I know 
whether ſhe be of ſuch a quiet and meek 
Temper orno, becauſe ſhe'll never ſhow 
her real Nature till ſhe be married ? For 
I believe the Woman above mentioned 
was another kind of thing while ſhe was 
a Maid, or elſe he was'a Madma n thac 
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... 1 -confeſs, this Objection has ſome 


Weight in it; for the cunning diſſem- 
bling of Women before Marriage, makes 


Marriage ſuch a Lottery, and ſo very 
dangerous a thing: And therefore what 
I faid, is not to adviſe any Man to mar- 


ry, but if they will beſo mad, to help 


them to make the beſt Choice they can 
and run as little Hazard as may be: An 
theretore I think that Man was in the 


right, who when he told an old Gentle- 


man that be could belp him to a good Match 
for his Son, and the Gentleman cold him, 


big Son ſheuld not marry till be bad more Mit, 


replied again, Nay if you marry him not 
befare be. bas Wit, be will never marry as 
long as be lives. And therefore that Man 
an{wered well enough, who being ask d 
by his Friend, why he didn't marry ? cold 
him, That the be bad been in Bedlam two or 


three Times, jet be was never ſo Mad as to 


Marry. And therefore, after all the Di- 


reins that can be given thee about 


the Choice of a Wiſe, Marriage, at laſt, 
is but a Lottery, and tho? thou hadſt the 
whole World before thee, to make thy, 
Choice in, yet thou may*ſt be deceived: 


And therefore an ancient Father being 
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ask d by a young Man how he ſhould 
chooſe a Wife anſwer d kim thus: her 
t bon ſeeft a Fleck of Maidens together, bood= 
wink thy ſelf and run amongſt em, and let 
ber, whom thou catebeſt, be thy Wiſe. The 
young Man (who thought himſelf wiſer 
than that antient Father, who could give 
him no better counſel) told him, That if 
be wem blind-Hold to work, be might well be 
deceived. And ſo thou mayeſt, replied the 
Man of Years, F thy Eyes were open: For 
in the Choice of a Wife, be that truffs to bis 
Eyes will quickly be deceived. For many 
Times the faireſt Faces have the fouleſt 
Heerts, And therefore after all the Di- 
rections that can be given, ſomething 
muſt be left ro Chance, But as ſome- 
times there are Pearls found amongſt 
Rubbiſh, and in hard Rocks Diamonds 
of great Value, ſo amongſt many Wo- 
men there are ſome gooo. 

7. In the Choice of a Wife, have a 
ſpecial Regard to her Conditions and 
Qualities, befere thou entereſt into the 
matrimonial Noofe w itt her, and to that 
end, don't marty haftily ; but be with 
her early and late for ſome time, and ten 
to one, but thou mayeſt diſcern ſome- 

. thing 
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thing of her Temper, which may be a 
Caution to thee, A Gentleman going 
once abroad with aMiſtreſs of his (whom 
he had waited upon ſeveral times before) 
happened to be at a publick Place with 
her, where there was a Lion in a Yard 
to be expoſed to the View of the Peo- 
ple for Wane This Gentleman takes 
up his Miſtreſs into a Chamber, which 
had a Window that look'd into the Yard 


where the Lion was, and as his Miſtreſs 


\ 


was looking upon the Lion, ſhe happen'd 
to drop one of her Gloves into the Yard 


where the Lion was, and thereupon ſaid 


to her Spark, you have told me of- 
ten you would run any Hazard, and en- 
counter with any Danger for my Sake ; 
and now I have an Opportunity to try 
whether you'll be as good as your Word 
by fetching up my Glove out of the Yard 
where the Lions is. Well, Madam, (aid he 
you ſhall ſee I'll be as good as my word: And 
ſo going down opens the Gate, and with 
his Sword drawn in his Hand, goes in, 


at which the Lion makes towards him; 


but the Gentleman fixing his Eyes ſtrong- 
ly upon the Eyes of the Lion, the Lion 


Vuithdrew, and went backward from him Mike 


the 


hav 
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4 Hife f Lud Vimen. 7 
the Gentleman going on till he came un- 
der the Window where his Miſtreſs's 
Gloves lay, which he ſtoop'd and took up, 
keeping his Eye ſtedfaſtly upon the Lion 
all the time; and when he had ſo done, 
he retreated backward in the ſame Poſ - 
ture, till he came to the Gate, which he 
immediately ſhut, at which the Lion fell 
a roaring; but he being got off clear, fear- 
ed not the Lions Reſentment: But goes 
up to his Miſtreſs, and preſnets her with 
the Glove,which ſhe takes with a grear 
deal of Joy; but withal told her, Ma- 
dam, I bave done this to ſhew you 1 
© dare be as good as my Word; but TI 
© afſure you, - Ill never henceforth bave 
* #0 do with any Woman that ſhall ſet ſo 
© little Value by my Life, as to expoſe me 
© to the Fury of a Lion for a paltry Glowe : 
© And therefore you are now at Liberty 
© fo ſeek ſome other Lover, for Til have 
* nothing more to ſay to % And fo 
wiſely went away and left her. That 
Opportunity giving him ſo exact an Idea 
of her haughty Humour, that ic happily -/ 
diſengaged him from what he might 
bave otherwiſe been plagued with all his 
Lifs, And therefore as I ſaid before, 4578 
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verſe wich her but often, and if you 
mark her Words and Actions diligent , 
vou may fee ſomething, that may in- 
rm ma of her Qualities. 

- Laſtly, enquire into the Life and Con- 
verſation of her Parents; and there are 
ſome good old Proverbs that will juſtify 
the Wiſdom of this Enquiry j which tell 

us, © Thar an ill Bird lays an ill Egg: 
The Cat will after her Kind. An ill 
” © Tres can't bring forth good Fruit. The 
+ Jounk Cub grows crafry like the Dam. 
The young Cock crows as the old: And 
* it is 4 Werß rare Matter to ſee Children 
© treadout of the Paths of their Parents. 
And therefore if the Mother be a light 
Houſe-wife, tis ten to one but the 
Daughter wears Cork Shoes. A certain 
Man that did not live a Mile from Bil- 
| ling ure, married a Wife, whoſe Mother 
UE was famous for # good Tongue; and the 
HF. Daughter (Who was a Chip of the old 

mr Block) having improved beſides, byt 

Voicinity of Billmgſpate, led the 2 
Man fuch a Life, that rathet than endure 
it, he even played the Fool and hanged 
_* Himſelf : Now had he made a little ne- 
"vey" Enquiry i inco-rhe 1 me 
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Beaſt, and ſearch'd fartherinto the Crabs = | 
treeuſtock, f Which she was produced 


he might have been a living Man untill 
this Moment. And therefore if whilſt thou 


n the Daughter, thou makeſt 


nquiry after the Mother, and findeſt 
that she was prudent virtuous Woman, 
and carried it as she ought towards her 
Husband, and gave ber Children good 
Education (or ſome ſuch Women there 
are, tho" they be ſcarce) you have all the 
moral Probability that can be, that her 
Daughter may take aſter her. And if she 
Should happen to deceive yon, you have 
however this Satisfaction, that you uſed 
all the Caution you could, and * 
could do any more. 


Her *tis in vain to think to gueſs 

At Nomen Appearances ; 8 

do datob their Temper der with Waſhes. 
As artificial as their Fuce - 

Nich makes Men altuch e fland in Al 
Both e their bjiges and their cut. 
Vith pleaſing” Looks they It on you 

_ Tet e Miſchief all the while 
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| 13 ET us now 10 220597 of woman 


as ſhe is a Wiſe: She is a progreflive 
Evil, ſtill going forward in Miſchief : 
from bad to worſe, and from worſe, to 
worſt of all: And thereſore one ſays, 
When you would give all worldly 
© Plagues a Name, worſe than they have 
already, call them a Wife: But a new 


married Wife's a Teeming Miſchief ; 
© full of herſelf: Oh, what a deal of Hor- 


ror, has that poor Wretch to come, 
that wedded Yeſterday! And another 


very elegantly ( and as truly) tells us: 


I; 07 to ba, 
That help which Nature meant in Wamankind,.. 
To K. the Supplemental Self defign'd ; 


But-proves a burning Cauſtict when nya: d. 
And Adam fare cou d with more Eaſe abide, 


His Bone when broken, than when made a Bride. 


her t ver ew n nila 


of War, nor came within Gun-ſhor 
more than in Contemplation, think 


it an excellent thing to be a Soldier, 
. VV. | | | 


when 
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I whentheyread of the Conqueſts of Alex- : 
ande the Trophies of Achilles, and the " 
| Triumphs of Ceſar; So alfo whilſt Men 1 
ſpend their Time in Kiſſing, Toying, 1 . 
and Dallying, they think themſelves in 1 

© | Paradiſe, and have ſtrange Chimera's of 

the Felicities of a wedded Life, and be- 

0 come in love with their Fetters, and are 

„ mad till they have loſt their Freedom, 
chat is, till they are undone: For as 
5 ſome will have it, Matrimony is Matter 

7 


of Money; Marrying, Marring ; Wed- 

lock, Fetlock: Which is the true Or- 
'- | thogrophy of the Word they ſay : viz. 
> | of a Wife: On which Word take the 
r following Acroſtick. | 


— 


FW Is double Woe, 
T Is nought bur Jealouſy. 

F Ik Feigning, Flattering, Fraud, 
E Is nought but Enmity. 


. V in thy Name there be ſuch Strife, 
© Then Fates defend me from a Wife. 


And if you would have old fu 
Chancer's Opinion of Marriage, he telis 


you, © | 
FRE; | of Mar-, 
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arrfage is like a Kevel Rout; * 
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$ out» would lain get in. 
And he that's in, would oy get 
But let us a little fee how a Woman 

behaves herſelf in this married Condi - 
tion, this Second State of Life : And 
from thence gather how happy a Man 
may be in a married State: And here a 
Woman will begin to ſhew herſelf in 
her true Colours: For how calm and pa- 
eifick foever ſhe was before, he ſhall find 
her now more "Turbulent, than the At- 
lantick Ocean, or the hib Sea; ſo that 
he. ſhall: ſoon find Wedlock a Bondage, 
and a Yoke ſtuffed with many Miſeries, 
Fears, Diſcontents and Vexations: For 
no Plaꝑue can be greater than a |'tigious 
Wife; which as J have {aid before made 
the Devil, when he had Power to rob 
| fob of all, leave him his Wife only to 

orment him. Millions of Families and 
honeſt Men have been undone by their 
Wives « I have already-fhew'd how emi- 
nent an Inſtance Eve, the firſt of Wo- 
men, and the firſt of Wives was of this; 
Who tho? she was Flesh of Adam's Fleſh, 
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Jet be and all his Poſterity have found I 
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wotul Experience, | ſhe was more 
one. than Fleſh, being the Incroducer 
boch of Sin and Death, Solomon's Wives 
509 e 55 his Heart from God; afid 
poor Feb in the midſt of his Afflictione, 
was tempted by bis Wife to curſe God, 
tho" he had more Grace than to follgw 
er Advice. Nay, Sarabherſelf though 
e is ſet out to us, in the ſacred Wri⸗ 
| Þ| tings, as the Pattern of a good Wife, in 
- | that ſhe bey 'd ber Husband, and call'd him 
1 | Lord ; (which by the by, is more than 
any of our Wives will do at this Day:) 
t | yer even ſhe was ſometimes troubled 
+ | with Fits of the Mother, and had a Tang 
„ of the old Veſſel ; for ſhe miſtruſtin 
r | the Promiſe of God, that Abraham ſhould = 
is have a Son by her, would needs hays 
le him lie with his Maid: (which 1 muſt 
b | do her that Juſtice to ſay, is more than 
to any of our modern Wives will adviſe 
1d Neic Husbands to; nay, ſo far are they 
rom that, that they'd be ready to cut 
their Throats, if they ſhould do it; at 
teaft, if they ſhould know of it.) Well, 
Sarah was ſo good-natured to adviſe her 
Husband to do it; but her Husband had 
. no 
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no fooner got her with Child, but Sarah 
dealt ſo hardly by her, that the poor 
Girl was forced to run away, for there 
was no enduring of her. And tho Ha- 
gar being warned by an Angel, returned 
again, and tarried with her Miſtreſs till 
her Son was born and grown up, yet Sa- 
rab was never thoroughly reconciled to 
her, nor would let Abrabam be quiet, till 
he had turned both her and her Son out 
of Doors, tho' it was never ſo much a- 


Wh: gainſt her Husband's Will, and never fo 


- grievous to him. And afterwards, when 


I | | . the Angels brought Abrabam the News 
| that Sarab ſhould have a Child, Sarab 


laughed at them for their Pains : and 
being reproved for that, ſhe denied it, 
- and told a plain Lie. I urge not theſe 
| + Things, as if Sarab was not a good Wo- 
* man; for to that the Sacred Writings 
| give ample Teſtimony: but to ſhew chat 
tho Sarab was a good Woman, and ſet 
forth by the Apoſtle Peter as ſuch, and 

as an Example to others in after Ages, 


if theic Wives would take Example by 
ber) but to ſhew that notwithſtanding 


| | the was ſuch a good Woman, yer ſhe 


Was 


| (and well would it be for Husbands now, 
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was 2 Daughter of Eve, a Chip of the old 
Block; and as I ſaid before, had x 19G 
of the Veſſel from whence ſhe proceeded: 
As for Rebecca (Iſaac's Wie) tho? ſhe 
was a very good Woman, yet ſhe was a 
Daughter of Eve too, and helped her 
Son Faceb, to put a Trick upon his al- 
moſt blind Father; which honeft Fac 
(ho he had a Mind to have the Bleſ- 
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ing) was ſo backward to, that had it 
not been for his Mother, he neither 
) | would nor could have undertaken it; 
1 Þ but muſt ſay that for her, the was a 
S Þ cunning Woman, rand a dextrous Cook, 
b | for ſhe made ſuch extraordinary ſavoury 
d Meat of a Kid, that her Husband could 
'» not diſcern it from right Veniſon: And 
© then ſhe ſhewed her Female Policy in 
covering Jacobs Hands with the Skin of 
35 the Kid, that he might be taken for E- 
at ¶ ſaw; and the Plot ſucceeded according- 
et ly; for that Jacob ſhould be bleſſed, was 
id What Heaven had long before decreed : 
„But I bring it here to ſhew how ready 
„che beſt ot Wives are to put Tricks upon 
by their Husbends. WE | 
Jacob (as bad as Wives are) ventured 
dn à Couple of them, tho I confeſs the 
4 good 
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| beautiful, yer, for ought chat appears in 


66 Look ger you Leap: Or 
7220 Man was tricked into one, by his 
eather-in-Law,; and after he had.ſerved 


feven Years for Rachel, was put to Bed 
to Leab (who had a Hand in the Plot, 


acob's Wife) and ſhe no doubt at firſt 
counterfeited her Siſter Rachel, chat ſhe 
might the better deceive him, which (by 
the way) ſhewed her to be a forward 
Girl in choſe. early Days. But F4c2b 
would not be put off ſo, ſor whatever he 
might think, or how well. ſoever he 
might be pleaſed with her.jn the Night, 
yer the Morning diſcovered her to be 

, - blear-eyed Leab, and not beautiful Rge 
chel. And, being diſpicaſed with the 
Trick that had been put upon him, to 
make him amends, for the t other ſeven 
Years Service, they agreed he ſhould 
have Rachel alſo. And yet when be had 
her, he had no ſuch Prize of her: for 
ſhe aſſumed that Power over him, chat 
poor Leeb could. not get one Night's 
Aging with him, unleſs ſhe would 
urchaſe it of Rachel, tho? ſhe was both 
the elder Siſter, . and the elder Wife: 
And therefore, tho' Rachel was the moſt 
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Sacred Writ, Leab was the beſt conditi- 
on'd, and 'tis evident ſhe was moſt fruit- 
ful: For which Reaſon Rachel was in a 


great Pet, and tho' ſhe knew-it was only 
| God that with-held the Fruit of the 


Womb from her, yet ſhe told Jacob, that 
unleſs he gave her Children, ſhe ſhogld 
die: But ſhe was met with for her Raſh- 
neſs, for ſhe that cou*dn't live, withoutſhe 
had Children, at laſt died in Childbed. 
Moſes doubcleſs was the meekeſt and 


the beſt Man in the world in his days, and 


yer he coud nt help being abuſed by his 
Wife, (for ſhe allo was a Daughter of 
Eve :) To pleaſe his Wife, the good old 
Man had neglected his Duty in not cir- 
cumciſing his Son on the eighth Day ; 
for which Reaſon, while he was upon his 
Way to the Court of Pharoav, with his 
Wite, he was met in the Inn by the An- 


gel of the Lord, who ſought to kill him 


purſuant to the Law of God, Gen. 17. 14. 
which when his Wife ſaw, ſhe cut off the 
Fore-skin of her Son, and flung it in rage 
at her husband's Feet, ſaying, A bloody 
Husband art thou to me; nor was ſhe con- 
tent with once ſaying it, but ſhe repeated 
it again, A bloody Hoes thog art: Apd 

| 3 


—ͤ—4—ä —— — — — — — 
—mu—ö— — —. . —— — 


88 * Look*e'er you Leap: Or, 

"this heavy Charge was only becauſe his 
Son was circumciſed, as God had com- 
manded. 2 : 

Nor was even David himſelf (tho? a 
Man after God's own Heart) without | 
Bis Exerciſes-from his Wife Micbal, who 
perhaps valu'dherſelfupon being aKing's { 
Daughter ; but had no reaſon for it; for 0 
David her husband was a much more il- f 
luſtrious King than her Father, and chc- t 
ſen of God, when her Father was reject- a 
ed; and yet this haughty Damſel, even f 

after ſhe Was his V Vife, and after he was U 

King, deſpiſed David in ber Heart. But | a 

pray what was it for, that made her have F 
ſo deſpicable an. Eſteem of fo mighty a | W 
Prince? VVhy, all his Crime was, his im 
Zeal for the VVorſhip and Service of || Or 
God; fe the Text ſays, That David | 1h 
* danced before toe Lord with all bis Might, as 
and David was girded with @ Linnen Epbod. Nis 
Nothing ſure could be more for Davids Fa 
honour, and ſhew his Integrity for God's | 

VVorſhip and Service, than this Zeal D 
and Joy of his, at bringing of the Ark 

to the Place that David had prepared for rat 
it; and yet how invidiouſly did "Michal || 

- Zepreſent it, and with as much Oe 4s 
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neſs and Deriſions as a Woman's Heart was 
capable of holding,andwhich is ſo tema 
kable, that I can't but recite the whole 
Text, 2 8am. 6. 20. Then David return d 10 


bleſi bis Houſe (that is) after he had been 
placing the Ark in the midſt of the Ja- 


bernacle that he had picched for it, and 
offering Burnt- Offerings and Peace-Of- 
ferings before the LORD, and bleſling 
the People in the Name of the LORD, 
and dealing among all the People even 
among the whole Multitude of Iſrae!, as 
well to the Women as Men, to every one 
a Cake of Bread, and a good Piece of 
Fleſh, and a Flaggon of Wine; which 
was like a King indeed; and then diſ- 
mifling the People, and ſending every 
one to his own Houſe. After this, David 
like a good Husband,and a good Maſter, 
as well as a good King, return'd to bleſs 
his own Houſe, and to rejoice with his 
Family ; but ſee what a Welcome home 


he has from his Wife: And Michal, the 
' Daughter of Saul, came out to meet David 


and ſaid, How glorious was the King of II 
rael to Day! who uncovered himſelf to Day, 
in the Eyes of the Handmaids his Serv nts, 
as one of the vain Fellows ſhamel ſt n 
2 6 2 i 
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eth bimſelf. As if ſhe had ſaid, I wond:y 
you was not aſhamed to dance and make a 
skirping before the Ark as you did | It was 
a fine Credi: for ycu, was it not, think you, 


to go dancing along the Streets in the Eyes of 


ail the Women, in a Linen Ephod ? Fie upon 
it, Iam aſham'd of you. 
This you will ſay, was a fine Welcome 
home forKing David, after all that glad- 
neſs and zeal he had expreſs'd in the Ser- 
vice of his God: And yet this was cer- 
tainly the Senſe of her words, as appears 
dy that excellent Anſwer that David 
made her, which, for greater Illuſtrati- 
on of the Matter, 1 will here ſer down : 
And David ſaid unto Michal, It was before 
the LORD which choſe me befure thy Fa- 
ther, and before all bis Houſe, to appoint me 
Ruler over the People of the LORD, over Iſ- 
rael: Therefore wil} | play before the LORD 


and I will be yet me wile than thus; and 


will be baſe in mine own Sight: And of the 


Maid-feryants which thou baff ſpoken of, of 
bers ſhall Ihe bad in Honour. This honeſt 


and excellent Speech of the King was 2 
full-and ſharp Reply to the ironical Sar- 
caſm of his fleering Wite ; Who, as a 
Judgment. upon her for W of 
* er 
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her Lord and Husband, had no Child- 
ren to the Day of her Death. | 

Thus have I ſhewn from ſeveral Scrip- 
ture Examples, what the beſt of Wes 
men are, when they are Wives: And 
that one Apple is not more like another, 
than all Women are to the Original 
from whence they ſprang. I will next 
inſert ſome Inftances of their Virtues, 
from Prophane Hiſtory ; and after that, 
we will ſee whether they are improved 
when they are Widows. 

I can'c begin better than with a ſhort 
Relation of Semirami,, (for I muſt ſtudy 
Brevity) who being the Wife of K. Ninus 
prevail'd with, or rather wheedled her 
Husband to unking himſelf for one Day, 
and place the abſolute Sovereignty in 
her, ſtrictly enjoining all his Subjects to 


obey her in whatever ſhe commanded; 


which he had no ſooner done, but hav- 


ing from Morning until the Noon, iuſi- 


nuated herſelf, by her modeft and mild 


Injunct ions, into the Affections of her 


Subjects, ſo that ſne found them very 
conformable to her Commands, ſhe firſt 
commanded that her Husband ſhould be 
put into Prifon, in which being readily. 

Y G 3 obey d, 


1 — - 


(„„ . 


rr — 1 Re —- — ͤ 2 


— ——— — — ——— 2 —— 4" 2**ꝛ —ꝓp—ꝓ— — 
, . 


3 n — —— 


572 Look ere you Leap: Or, 
- obey'd, her next Command was, that he 


ſhould be put ro death ; which being al- 
ſo done, ſhe fixed herſelf in her uſurped 
Sovereignty ; and gave the World abar- | ( 
Farous Inſtance of the Ingratitude of a || | 
Wife to a kind obliging Husband. | - 

Qt 


The Wife of Potipbar, the Captain of 
King Pharoab's Guard, and Miſtreſs of |: 
the chaſte Joſeph, is another Inftance of |? V: 
the raging Luft and implacable Malice |? V 
of a Wife; who, notwithſtanding ſhe |} b: 
had a Husband of her own, fell in Love W 
with Jeſepb, and became ſo impudent as de 
to court him to commit Adultery with ' th 
her; which he refuſing, from the moſt | fo! 
weighty Conſiderations, that it was a an 
great Sin againft God, and a barbarous 
Ingratitude againſt his Maſter, who had 
pur all he had (except his Wife) in Jo- litu 
ſepb's hand: She was ſo far from being at e 
reſtrain'd, or kept within the Bounds | hin 
of Modeſty, that she takes her Oppor- he 
tunity to lay hold of bis Garment, with N 
an Intent to force him to her laſcivousÞ1 
Embraces; and when Toſeph, to prevent dra 
her, left his lcoſe Garment in her hands 
and got away, ſo that ſhe was out of 
hopes of accomplishing her An de- 
88 - res; 
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fires; her defeated Luſt boils up to Rage 
and Malice, and ſhe cries out Whore firff y 
according to the Proverb, making an, 
* Outcry againſt innocent Foſeph, accuſing. 
bim to her husband for deſigning to Ra- 

viſh her , whereby his miſ-informed Ma— 
f |* ſterlays him in Jail, where he continued 
F |? long time after; and had not Jyſepb's 
F |] virtuous Carriage and Demeanour con- 
e | vinced him he was no ſuch Perſon, he 
e bad no doubt, put him to Death 3. 
e which was not only what his falſe Wife. 
15 deſigned, but alſo hat ſhe did the beſt 
n 2 ſhe could to perſuade him to; and there= 
& 3 fore was in Reality, both an Adultereſs. 
a and a Murderer. - | 
us And much ſuch another Wife was Pe- 
ad S, Who beeauſe ſhe cou'dn't-enjoy: Hippo 
fo - litus, her Son-in-law,and thereby commit 
ng at once both Inceſt and Adultery, accus d 
him to her husband of having attempted 
her honour; and by her counterfeited 
d diſſembling 'Tears, fo far ince nſed 
him againſt poor Hippolitus, that he was 
raw in Pieces by wild horſes 
Such another Brute was Antia, the 
ife of King Prætus, whoſe Intreaties 
de- Hat prevailing with Bellerophon, ſhe. in Re- 
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venge accus'd him to the King her Huſ- 


band, of a deſign to pollute his Conjugal 
and Royal Bed; and thereupon demand- 


ed his Life, which the King not willing 


to take away himſelf, ſent him with a 
Letter to one that did it ſor him. 

The Wife of Conffantine the Great, 
(Fauſts by Name) was ſo in love with 
her Son-in-Law Criſpus, whom he had 
by one of his Concubines, that ſhe en- 


deavoured by all means to entice him 


to her Bed; but finding him a virtuous 
young Gentleman, and that ſhe could by 


no means prevail on him to ſatisfy her | 
raging Luſt, ſhe chang'd her ardent Love | 


into an implacable Malice againſt his 


Life ; accuſing him to the Emperor his | 


Father, of attempting to force her, and 


defile his Bed: How, ſaid the Emperor, 


is be arrived to ſuch a Height of Wickedneſs, 
that nothing elſe would ſerve bim, but to 
diſhonour bis Father's Bed! And thereupon 
commanded the innocent young Gen- 


tleman to be put to Death. But after- 


wards coming to underſtand the Villa- 
ny of his Wife. and that her raging Luſt 


could only be quenched with Blood, he 


did her that Juſtice, that he cauſed her 
+ 13 Sa to 
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to be executed alſo, that ſhe might re- 
main an Example in after Ages to all o- 
ther Women who ſhould betray the Inno- 1 
cent by falſly accuſingthem, for attempt- 
ing to do what they would have perſua- 


died them to, but could not prevail. [ 

| Thus ought Hippodamry, the Wife of 
| Pelops, to have been ſerved, who riding Wi 
' 


| abroad with her Husband, feigned her- Wy 
; ſelf exceeding thirfty, whereupon Pelops 

l alighted out of the Charior and walked 
s | before, while ſhe could get ſome drink; 
y | but he was no ſooner out of Sight, than 
r | ſhe ſolicits her Charicteer to lie with 
S her, which he honeſtly refuſing, her 
5 Husband was no ſooner returned, but 
is | ſhe accuſes Mirtyllo (for ſo was the Cha- 
d rioteer named) of attempting to force 
r, ber; which Pelops believing, (norwith- 
, ſtanding what the poor Wretch affirm- 
ro |} Ed to the comrary) he in a Rage threw 
mn || him into the adjoining Sea, where he 


* 


Was drowned. 

12 The Mother of Tima ſian, the beautiful 
la- Egyptian, failing in the Deſign ſhe had | 
aſt of violating the Chaſtity of her Son- in- 
he Law, moſt wickedly and barbarouſly | 
ner accuſed him, not of deſigning to com- 
to mit 
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mit Adultery with her, but of a greater: 
Wickedneſs to Wit. of being guilty ot 
Buggery ; which ſo incenſed his Father, 
that tho* he took not away his Life, yet 
he forced him into Baniſhment. 

Theſe Inſtances are ſufficient to ſhew. 
how fierce and raging the Malice of Wo- 
men is, when they are denied the gratf- 
fying of their unlawful Luſts. And now 
to ſhew that Women (however they 
may wipe their Mouths, and ſay they 
have done no Wickedneſ;) are generally 
fMie to their Husbands Beds: take but 
the following Inſtances, related by. Hero- 
dotus, who tells us, that after the Death 
of Seſtor in, King of Egyrt, his Son, Pbero- 
nes ſucceeded in the Throne; who ſome 
time after his coming to the Crown, was 
deprived of his Sight, and ſo continued 
for ten Tears: which being expired, he 
was informed by an Oracle, which was 
then in the City of Berit, That if he 
waſh'd his Eyes in the Urine of a Woman 
who had been married. a full Twelve- 
month, and had in that time, neither in 
Defire nor Act, broken her Marriage- 


vow, nor derogated from the Honour 
of her husband's Bed, he ſhould then aſ- 


ſuredly 
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ſuredly receive his Sight: The King re- 
joicing at this happy News, reckoned 1 
he ſhould now receive his Sight in a 1 
ſhort time; and for the. honour of his 
Queen (whom he believed immaculate) 4 
he firſt refolv'd the ſhould be his Doct- ' 
reſs, and ſo made Proof ot her pure 1 
Diſtillation; but tho' he often waſhed 
his Eyes therewith, it proved byt all in 
vain, for ſhe had been contaminated, 
and could work no Cure; and therefore 
he ſent next unto all thoſe Ladies of his 
Court, who had the greateſt Reputation 
for their Chaſtity and Virtue ; and one 
afrer another walh'd his Eyes in all their 
Waters, but all was to no purpoſe ſtill ; 
he found the Cure was far more difficult 
than he was firſt aware of; for ſtill the 
more he tried, the more did he deſpair j 
of any Cure ; they did indeed increaſe l 
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his Pain, and made 'em ſmart the more, 
but no whit cleared his Sight, nor madlde 
him ſee one Jor the better: But at the [| 
laſt, he met wich one truly chaſte Lady, } | | 
by v- hoſe wondrous Virtue, and waſhing 
in her Urine, he receiv'd his Sight, to | 

his exceeding Joy, and her immortal ho- 

nour: And finding himſelf throly cur'd | 
| | he j 
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he afrerwards cauſed his Wife, with all 
thoſe ſeveral Ladies he had try'd in vain 
to be aſſembled in one City, pretending; 
there to feaſt them honourably for Joy ot 
his ſo great and late Recovery: Accord- 
ingly they all came thither, decked in 
their Jewels and moſt coſtly Ornaments: 
Where when they were aſſembled, he 
cauſed the Gates to be ſhut up, and Fire 
to be ſet thereto, and ſacrificed all theſe 
Adultreſſes in one Funeral Pile ; reſerv- 
ing only to himſelf that one chaſte Lady 
of whoſe Loyalty the Oracle had given 
him ſuch a ſufficient Teſtimony, and 


whom he therefore made the Partner of | 


| 


. bis Bed and Kingdom. 1 wiſh (ſays our 


Author) that no ſuch 'Trial may be made 
in theſe our Times; for if there were, L 
am afraid there's many, whoſe Waters, 


if they were thus truly caſt by the Doc- 


tors, would not rather by their Pollution 
quire put out their Eyes, than by their 
Purity and Cle anneſs, adminiſter unto 


them any Help at all. 


This Story's a Mirror wherein the Ge- 


nerality of Husbands may behold their 


Fortunes, and learn not to be too for- 
ward to rely upon the Virtue ol their 
Wives. 1 


cen wy „„ . eren = nm» AY, e ee & 2 


— ——— 


—_— 


A Hiſtory of Lewd Women, 79 | 

I will haſten to conſider what Wo- I 

men are in the Eftate of Widow-hood, | 
when I have related one pleaſant Paſſage 
more of a ewd Wife; who having de- 
filed her Husband's Bed, by giving up 
herſelt to the Embraces of a notorious 
Highwayman. Her Enamorato was ap- 
prehended at length for Robbery on the 
highway : which was not committed 
without the aggravating Sin of Murder, 
for which complicated Crime being ap- 
prehended, he was not only after a fair 

Trial, condemned to be hanged, but as 
a 'Terror to others, to be hanged in 
Chains: And this by the way, is genes 
rally whatilewd Women bring Men to; 
for they muſt be chargeably treated, and 
when they want Money to do it, they 
are by them put upon Stealing, for pro- 
vided a Man has it, they care not how he 
comes by it, and Theft uſually brings 
them to the Gallows. This Offender be- 
ing thus bang'd upon a Gibbet in Chains 
it happen'd to be within a Mile and an 
half where this Strumpet liv'd, the Rob- 

bery for which he ſuffer'd, being com- 
mitted near that Place. This wicked 
Woinan, while her Paramour was » _- 
ands 
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hands of Juſtice, was afraid of coming 
near him, leſt as ſhe had been the Occa- 
ſion of his Sin, ſhe might alſo come in 
for ſnack in the Puniſhment; but Juſt- 
ice being done, and heexecuted, ſhe was 
reſolved one Evening (in remembrance 
of what had formerly paſt between 
them) to weke his Corpſe a Viſit as 
he hung on the Gallows; and to that 
end, going all alone, ſhe came near the 
Gibbet in a very mclancholy and lament- 
ing manner; Where being come, and 
ſeeing the dead Corpſe waving in the 
Air, ſhe ſtood looking upon it: Bur it 


| happend at the ſame time, that a Coun- 


try Traveller, who was a Footman, and 
whoſe Journey was intended towards the 
'Town trom whence this V Voman came, 


being alone, and darkneſs overtaking 


him, was doubtful of the way, and feai- 


ful of being robbed, therefore he retir'd 


out of the Road, and lay cloſe under the 


Gibbet, ſtill liſtening if any Paſſenger 


went by to direct him in his way, and 
ſecure him by his Company. 'This Per- 
ſon was unſeen by this Night Viſitant, 
who thought none had been there but the 


dead Corple, accoſted it after this man- 


ner: 
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ner: Ab poorDick, (for it ſeems his Name 
Was Richard) bow ſadly art tbou now expo 
Jed to all the Iafelici iet of Wind and Wea- 
tber? How oft have thee and I enji d ſweet 

; Pleaſure in each other's Arms! and then gone 
from our Place of meeting both together : and 
muſt I now part with thee here, and ſo go 
bome without thee? At which Words the 
Traveller ſtarting up in Haſte, Ny, by no 
Means (quoth he) 1ſhall be glad of your 
Company: And with that makes towards 
her with what Speed he could; but away 
.runs the Woman, thinking her oldCom- 
panion hadjuſt dropped down from the 

, Gibbet, and follow'd her: the Man, un- 
willing to be left alone he knew nor 
where, followed her hard, crying out, 
Stay for me, ſtay for me, but the faſter he 
call'd, the faſter ſhe run: Fear adding ro 
theHaſte of both,down they tumbled of- 
ten, but as ſoon got up again, ſtill ſhe 

| fled,and ſtill he purſued her, but contra= jj 

ry was the Iſſue of their Fear: For ſne 

never” looked back till ſhe came to her 1 

own Houſe, where finding the Doors o- 

pen, and her Husband ſet at Supper, ſhe 
ran with ſo much Violence, that ſhe [} 

tumbled her Huſband and his Stool down 1 

| one [' 


"ET 


r ia rs 


1 Ou 


82 Look ere you Leap: Or, 
one Way, and the Table and the Meat | 
another Way ; ſo that her Husband, by 
frighted as well as ſhe, asked her what H 
the Pox ſhe ailed, and whether ſhe had th 
brought the Devil at her Tail? But ſhe | p 
wes 10 much frighted, that it was long 9; 
Ser ſhe could make him any Anſwer, or be 
come to her right Senſes; and then ſhe J hg 
told him ſhe was ſadly ſcared by the gr 
Devil's running after her as ſhe came th 
home. But the poor Traveller, when Ci 
he found himſelf near the Town, flack- | ar 
_ enced his Pace, and ſo went quietly co || fe, 
his Inn, and there relaced the whole Sto- | th 
Ty. And if this Fright, and the Shame | in 
that followed it, made her to ſee the elt 
Foulneſs of her Sin, and brought her to th, 
Repentance, twas the beſt Night's work be 


the ever made. Jat 
Ce 
Of Women in the State of Widowbood. || me 


XXY E have already ſurveyed Wo- 

man, and ſhewed you what ſhe þ m 

is both in her Virgin and her married tur 

State, in which we find her going on | 

progreflively in Evil; that is, from bad Pi. 

to worſe: And gan we think ſhe hog of 
c 
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be bettter in her Widowhood, when 
Heaven, in Mercy to the poor Wretch 
that married her, took him from ſuch a 


Plague as he could bear no longer? For 


one to think,at this wildRate,wou d even 
be as ridiculous, as to believe one that 
has learned his Grammar, has made no 
greated Progreſs in his Learning, than he 
that has but newly entered inte his Ac- 


cidence. No, Widows (at leaſt as they 
are now adays) are come. to that Per- 


feRion in the Art of Wickedneſs, that 
the next Step they take, is to become 
incarnate Devils, * there's no Creature 
elſe that can come near em- Hence, as 
they grow older, | inſtead of growing 
better, they grow worſe; and in their 
latter End turn Witches, and make a 


Compact with the Devil: For there are 


more old Widows that turn Witches, 
than of any other ſort whatſoever. : 
But you will ſay, What is it that: 


makes a Widow ſuch a formidable Crea-. 


ture ? 


IT anſwer, ſhe is ſo in ſeveral Reſpects: 


Firſt, As ſhe is a Woman, a Daughter 


of Eve: Secondly, As ſhe has been a 
Wife, and ſo a Plague to a Husband al- 
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ready, if not breaking of his Heart. n 
Thirdly, Becauſe a Man of all Evils p 
ought to chooſe the leaſt, but he that 4 
cheoſes a Widow, chooſes the greareſt: bt 
For having been a Wife before, ſhe || ſe 
knows the better how to plague a Huſ- |} a1 
band, and will not fail to put her know- J n. 
ledge into Practice; and therefore Woe th 
be to that Man that marries a Widow, ar 
for he will find her the Cauſe of a thou-T Ia 
ſand Woes. I know that which tempts | A 
a Man to make ſuch a Bargain, is the el 
Hopes of Riches; in which 'tis ten to ſh 
one if he deceive not himſelf. For how | is 
many of them are there that make a fair | m 
Show, when they are worth nothing; th 
thinking thereby to mend their Fortunes ha 
by a ſecond Husband ; while he perhaps A 
deſigning the ſame thing, they both are || it 
thereby betray'd to Beggary and Want. | th 
1 knew a Widow that when her Huſ- | th: 
band died, expended above 40 Pounds Wi 
upon his Funeral, and that for no other tin 
reaſon bur becauſe ſhe ſhould be thought un 
to be very Rich, (tho? ſhe was worſe Þ me 
than nothing) that ſo ſhe might advance | El 
her ſelf by marrying again; the which, ba 
Wi:hour ſuch a Piece of Oſtentation ſhe |} a 
er | never 
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never could have done. But we'll ſup- 
poſe for once, that thou doſt meet with. 
a rich Widow, yet wilt thou thereby- 
but increaſe thy Miſery, and make thy 
ſelf even poorer than before: For if at 
any time thou ſpendeſt ought extraordi- 
nary, fhe'll preſently unbraid thee that 
thou ſpendeſt freely of another's getting 
and bid thee ſpend thy own, and not to 
laviſh out that which ſhe brought thee: 
And then if on the contrary, thou ſnew- 
, | eſt thyſelf ſparing, ſhe'll tell thee that 
; | ſhe won't be pinched fo, of that which 
is her own. if thou ſhewelt thyſelf 
merry in her Company, ſhe tell thee 
thou mayeſt well be merry, now thou. 
haſt got a Wife that will maintain thee. 
And yet if thou appeareſt fad, ſhe'll ſay 
it is becauſe thou can'ſt not bury heriand: 
then be free to laviſh what ſhe broughe- 
thee, at thy Pleaſure. Beſides, a V Vidow' 
will be con-, nually on all Occaſions twit- 
ting of thee with her former husband; 
unleſs thy better Fortune cauſe thee to 
meet With one whoſe firſt was hanged: 
Elſe ſhe'll be telling thee her other huſ- 
band was more kind'and would do this 
and that, and Yother Thing, but thou 
} H 2 art 
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art pod for yor hing. For Widows are 
ſo forward, Rubborn, and waſpiſh, that 
it Will be next to im poſſible to break 
chem of their Wills. And though ſome 
Men of a robuſt Temper may think to 
make her good by Stripes, yet they wall 
but loſe their Labour, for they may as 
well undertake ro waſh the Blackmoor 
white: For if thou uſeſt Blows, thou 
mayeſt ſooner kill her than cure her. I 
have read of one who having married 
with a Widow ; and ſhe being extreme- 
ly given co = hard Names (as they all 
the are) he to prevent her, and 
o the ſhorteſt Way to work. made no 
mo re ado bur cut the Tongue out of her 

ead; and yet even this cou'dn't work 
a thor? Cure, for ever after ſhe would 
bid him be hanged by Signs, making the 
— Picture of the Gallows with her Fingers 
to him. 

A few more of the good Qualities of a 
Widow ,and I have done: If tou marri- 
eſt a Widow, thou canſt expect nothing 
but to be ingulph' din Miſery and Ruin: 
For all choſe Villanies, that ſhe had been 
praQiſing in a married State, ſhe re- 
fines in the Time of her mann. 
that 
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that ſhe may be the better provided with 1 
her helliſh Artillery to torment her ſeconßd 
Husband : And well may it be called or- 
menting, for he that has her, can never it. 
expect a quiet Hour: If at any I ime he . 
chance to dine from home, ſhe'll bid him ] 
go and ſup with his Whores abroad. If it 
he goes abroad, and ſpends any thing be- 
fore he comes home, ſhe ſalutes him thus: | 
A Beggar I found thee, and a Beggar thou | 
intend'ſt to leave me, I ſee by thy prodigal Ex- 
pences. And yet, if on the other Hand, 
thou ſtayeſt always at Home, then ſhe 1 
will upbraid thee; that thou haſt got a | 
Wife that is able to maintain thee in 1dle- 
neſs. If atthe Table, thou biddeft her ö 
carve for herſelf where ſhe likes beſt, iſ 
ſhe will tell thee in a taunting Manner ; ii! 
Well, I fee what ] bave brougbt myſelfto; 1 } 
had a Husband once that would have carved 1 
for me; but now it ſeems I muſt help myſelf, Mi 
or elſe ſtarve. But if thou carveſt her the 
I ͤbeſt Morſel on the Table, ſhe'll take ir, $3] 
perhaps with a Frump, and tell thee, ſhe; | 
| bad a Husband once that would hawvs let ber 1 
| cut where ſhe liked beſt berſelf. Thus every ? 
| thing is taken by the wrong Handle, ſo } 
c 
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at the Devil himſelf can't pleaſe ger. 
Thus 
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Thus if thou comeſt in, diſpoſed to he 
merry, and treateſt her with fair Words, 
all thou wilt get by't, will be to be cal- 
led diſſembling Hypocrite, and telling chee, 
Tho' thou: ſpeakeſt ber fair with thy Tongue, 
Jet thu baſt lejt thy Heart with thy bores 
abroad. But it you come in, in a ſerious- 
thinking Temper, then ſhe will ſay, 
Now you are at home, you are az dull as an 
od Cat, but you can be merry enough abroad 
with your A here.. Thus they will never 


be pleaſed, and are Well neither full nor 


faſting, for they will neither go to- 
Church, nor ſtay at home. 

But perhaps you will ſay, theſe are 
very ill Qualities, but they are the ill 
Qualities ot V Vives, but not of V Vi-- 
dows; for when they are married again 
they are no V Vidows. 

1 anfwer, That which I have chiefly 
inſiſted on, under the laſt head, is of 
ſuch V Vidows as are made V Vives of a- 
gain: and by their having been V Vidows 
make the worſt of VVives. For he that 
marries.a Maid has a Chance for't, I 


mean to make her a good VVife; but he 


that marries a V Vidow may aſſure him- 
ſelt at the beſt, he'll have but a bad Bar- 


gain 
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gain of ic: For their having been Wi- 
dows makes them the worſe Wives at- 
terwards. And it they continue Wi- 
dows, and ne'er marry more, their wick- 
edneſs is ſo much the greater; for then 
they'll either turn covetows Muckworms, or 


Cheat: ; or Bawds or Witches: For of co» 


vetous Muck worms there are ſo many In- 
ſtances, that I could almoſt fill a Volume 
with them: But one ſhall ſerve in par- 
ticular, ſne being, as for theſe K ind of 
Cattle, inſtar omnia. She lives within a 
Mile of an Oak, and ot an Abbey too; 
but 1 don't ſay tis Weft minſter- Abbey ; ſhe 


is indeed a Widow, but nt a Widew in- 


deed, in the Apoſtles Senſe; for ſhe is 
the very Abſtract andEpitomeot Avarice, 
ſo very covetous, ſhe'd think it a Piece 


| of Prodigality to fling away the Drop- 
pings of her Noſe; and tho' her Bags. 


groan to ſee the Light, and hey Body is 
ſwelled to the Bigneſs of a Tun, yet ſhe 
thinks all ſhe has too little. She counts it 
ſo great a Sin to give any Thing away, 
that ſhe may challenge all the World to 
prove ſhe ever did one Deed of Charity. 
Nay, when her own Child's husband 
begged of her to lend him Money but to 
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get his Harveſt in, ſhe rather choſe to 
let his Hay and Corn rot on the Ground, 
than lend him any Thing to get it in. 


to aſſiſt others, when ſhe never did any 
Thing yet herſelf. 


Gold is the only God ſhe does adore, 

And all ber Hopes are hidden in ber Store; 
Sbou d any be ſo kind to teal ber Pelf, (Self. 
She'd ſoon do one good Deed, that's bang ber- 


So much for a Covetous Widow. 


The Cheating Widow is juſt ſuch ans 
other: For 'tis Avarice and Covetouſ- 
neſs that pues her upon cheating. How 
many are there that will fell all they have 
for twenty Shillings, tho' perhaps tis 
worth an Hundred Pounds, but that is 
only under a Colour, that they may 
ſwear 'emſelves not worth five Pounds, 
and thereby Sequeſter, and ſo pay no 
Body, but may keep all themſelves : by 
which means they cheat their Husband's 
Creditors of their Money, and their own 
Souls of Heaven. Nav, ſome won't 
ſtick to cheat their own Caildren of the 

Portions their Father left em, that they 
OS may 


r 


Nor is it any Wonder ſhe ſhould refuſe 
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may put themſelves off with greaterAd- 
vantage; and count ic no Cheat at all 
to give out themſelves worth a Thouſand 
Pounds, when perhaps they are two or 
three hundred Pounds worſe than no- 


thing; or if indeed they ſhould be worth 


any thing, they'll make it away ſo before 
Marriage, that their Husbands can'c 
meddle with it. Ihave heard of a Jolly 
young and rich Widow, that would not 


marry one that courted her, unleſs he 


gave her a Bond not to meddle with any 


thing that was hers ; which the Genitle- 


man readilycomplied withal. So mar- 
ried they were. When they were in 


Bed, the Brisk Widow that was, expect- 


ed her Eusband ſhould have given her 


due Benevolence; but he had fo much 


Command over himſelf, that he ftirr'dall 
Night no more than a Log, to the great 
Mortification of his Bride, who began 
to doubt whether ſhe had married a Man 


or no; however for that Night ſhe faid 


nothing. But the next Night ſhe was re- 
ſolv'd to be better ſatisfy'd about the Pre- 
miſes, and ſo laying her Hand over him, 


began to ſearch out the Matter, and ſind- 
ing Bajard in the Stable, and all Things 
1 well, 
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well, admired what the Matter was. In 
the mean time the poor Gentleman ſigh'd 
and ſobbed moſt ſadly; at which ſhe 
asked him wha? be ailed? Ab! my Dear, 


ſaid he, with a languiſhing Tongue, I ail 


enough. for I find I bave atte ij undone my 
ſelf Marry, good for bad, ſaid ſhe, Prithee 
my Dear, let me know bat it is ; for if I 
can help it, 10 be ſwe Iwill. Why, (aid 
he, the” you are à very beautiful an! lovely 
Perſon, yet | ba ve fooliſhly gone and given 4 
Bond upon the Forfeiture of Two Thouſand 


yours : So that if I offer to perform thoſe 
Rights which as your Husband I ought, I ſhall 
forfeit my Bond. Andis it ſo, (aid (ne? 
Is, that the Reaſon that you lay ſo fill laff 
Night ? The only R aſon, ſaid he, 'I aſſure 


gl you. Wich chat ſhe preſ-ntly gets our of 


Bed, and goes into her Cioſet, and takes 
7 — Bond and _ it to her ch ps 
aying, Here my dear Love, pray take the 
Bond, and tear i“ all to Rü hs it ſhall 
never more make any Difference b:twixt us. 
And he hiving peruſed the Bond, and 
knowing twas the ſame, immediately 
cancelled it, and then preceeded to do 
che Office of a Husband; tor now 50 


Pounds not to m dle with any Thing of 
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her Eſtate was in his Power: And I'd 
have every Husband be as wiſe, and take 
the ſam- Courſe he did: For generally 
they quit all other Intereſts for that o- 


ther, gratifying their Concupiſcence. So 


much tor Cheating Widows. 


As for Bawds they are the Refuge and 


Sink of all humane Nature ; who having 
paſſed thro” all the Degrees of Wicked- 
neſs with their own Bodies, and finding 
they are incapable of acting any further 
Wickedneſs themſelves, do (when they 
are grown old) become the Devil's Fac- 
tors, and tempt others to do that which 
they are now unable to perform; and 
thereby do what in em lies to take the 
Devil's Work out of his hands, their 
whole Butineſs being to involve others 
in che ſame Damnation with themſelves: 
Theſe where- ver they are, are the ve- 
ry Peſts and Plagues of a Nation, and 
above all others deſerve to be made Ex- 
'mples ot Publick Juſtice. And theſe 
are (for the moſt part) old and worn» 
out Widows. And of the ſame Claſs 


are Witches alſo, who finding (or at 


leaſt apprehending) that they are ſlight- 
ed by others, go to the Devil to to be re- 
| : venge1 
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venged, even to that Degree, that the 
denying them an Alms is a ſufficient 


Ground to ſeek the Death of thoſe that 
ſo deny them. But theſe being ſuch as 


have ſolemnly fold themſelves to the 


Devil, I have nothing more to ſay to 
them. | 


The Concluſion, 


TH USTI haveſurvey'd ſome of the 
foul Actions of the fair Sex, and 

find them all contaminated by the Sin of 
their Great Grandmother with Vice and 
Wickedneſs : 'They are bad while they 
are Maids, worſe when they are Wives, 
and worſt of all when they are Widows ; 
And therefore it concerns all wiſe Men 
to have a ſpecial Care how they have to 
do with them. But ſince there is no o- 


ther way of encreaſing the World (law- | 


fully) but by the Conjunction of Man 


and Woman, and that there is an Inclina- | 


tion planted by Nature in all Men anc 


VVomen for that End, let none be ſo ad- 


venturous as to go after ſtrange Women; 


as he would eſcape Ruin both here and 
hereafter: For, 4 whorifh Womas is 4 deep | 


Ditch, 
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Ditch, and they that are abborred of - the 
LORD, ſhall fall therein, And when a 
Man has married and got Children; it 
Providence be ſo kind as to releaſe him 
from his Bondage, never let him become 
a Slave again, by marrying a ſecond time. 
For if we may believe an old Story a- 
mong the Romaniſts, ſuch are in a very 
deplorable Condition. The Story is this: 
Some honeſt well-minded Fellows tra- 
yelling to Heaven, when they came to 
Reaven-gare, knocked for Admittancg; 
St. Peter, (whom they will needs have 
to be the Porter) asked haſtily who was 
there? The Reply was, A poor Sinner. 
Oh, a Sinner, ſaid che grave Saint, haſt 


thou been in Purgatory? Tes, quoth the 


great a Shrew, ſhe made me weary of my 

Life. Whereupon he was let in. Ano- 

ther of his Companions hearing vchat 

paſt, and hearing how well his Comrade 

- |! ſped, as ſoon as the Door was ſhur 
nc | again, knocked in like manner, and 
d- |) being demanded the ſame Queſtion, whe- 
Ni: ther he had been in Purgatory ? Anfwer- 
nd ed, Yes, for le had been married to two 
eep | Shrews : Heſt thow ſo, quoth honeſt Peter, 
8788 13 tben 
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then git thee gone to the other State; for bere 
is Rom jor Fools. & man may pity 
an honeſt Gooſecap that is enſnared bya 
1 3 Woman Once 3 but co be twice in Pur gati- 

1 ry, tis as bad as Hell, 
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Character and Excellency 


OF A 


|| Good Woman. 


FTE R what I have ſaid in the 
aforegoing Diſcourſe of Women in 
| General, and of the many Sorts of Lewe 
and Vicious Women; methinks I hea: 
ſome ſay, And will you thrn grant thai} 
| there any Good and Virtuous Women! Ii 
'- fo, bow can it cenſiſt with whit you haveſt 
[aid before? IS. 
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1 anſwer, 
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I anſwer, very well, nor is there an 


y Inconſiſtency at all therein: I have there 
A treated of Women, of all Women, as 
_= corrupted by Nature, and fallen from 


their primitive Integrity in our firſt Pa« |! 

rents; and fo all Women are bad: But 

here I intend to treat of ſuch of them as 

> are renewed by Grace: And in this re- 

a newed State of theirs, there is no Crea= * 

ture under heaven that comes nearer to | 

the Nature of the holy Angels, than a 

truly good and virtuous Woman; whoſe 

Exce}lencies are ſo many, and ſo great, 

y that they exceed all Compariſon. And 

that you may not think I ſpeak without 

Book, I will quote a Divine Author for 

it, Prov. 31. 10. Who can find a Virtuous 

Woman ? For ber Price is above Rubies; {|| 

Rubies ate very precious Jewels, but they 

bear no Compariſon to a Virtuous l man. 

he Rubies are ſcarce Jewels, nor is it every {|| 

in one that get's em; and ſo are good and 

„e Virtuous Women too; fo ſcarce that 
2al they fall but to a few Mens Shares ; and 
be: happy are they that get em. But as Ru- 
Ibies are not only prized for their Scar- 
ae city, but for their intrinſick Value and 
real VVorth, ſo are V Vomen alſo. I con- 
er,, 14 feſs 


hg 


| 98 The Excellency of 
feſs they ought to be more priz'd, for 
being ſcarce; bur it is their intrinſick 
worth that cauſes ſuch a Value to be ſer 
upon them. Houſes and Riches come 
often by Inheritance, and ſo are attain'd 
without any Labour or Induſtry of a 
Man's own: But ſo is not a virtuoes 
Woman, or a good and prudent Wife, 
which is the ſame thing; for Solomon tells 
us, a prudent Wife is of the LORD, 
Prov. 14. 14, And in Prov. 18. 22. He 
not only tells us, that he that findeth | 
ſuch a Wife, findeth a good Thing ; but | 
he that finds her, obcains Favour of the | 
LOR D. Theſe Scriptures do ſuffici- 


ently ſhew, 1. That there are Virtuous | | 
Women, and Good Wives. 2. That 
they are very ſcarce and rare. 3. That 4 


Y | thoſe that find them, obtain Favour cf 
14 the LO R D. F 
14 And now let me ſhew you the Pro- 
C | perties of thoſe Excellent Perſons, I 
| mean Good Women: And ſet before |: 
| you What it is that makes up their |; 
Character. | : 
| | 1. They are ſuch as fear the LORD, | 
1 and it is their having the Fear of the | 
Z LORD, and walking in his Fear, that 
\ | makes 


U 
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makes them worthy of Praiſe. They may 
be beautiful, and yet deſerve no Praiſe; 
becauſe, though their Faces be fair, their 
Souls may be foul ; their ourward Beauty 

may Cauſe them to obtain Favour with 
Men; but it is their inward Piety, and 
the Purity of their Souls, that renders 
them amiable in the Sight of GOD: 
For the wiſe Man tells us; That Fævour 1 

| 4s deceitful, and Beauty is vain, but the Wo= 
man that feareth the LO R D, ſhe ſhall be 
praiſed : For this only Fear of GOD 

8 runs through all the Actions of her Life, j 

> and is that precious Ointment that gives 

- every Thing ſhe does a ſweet Pertume. 

« | 

4 


But, | ; = 
2. The Heart of her Huchand doth ſafely || 
truſt in ber, ſo that he ſhall bave no need of 
Speil; nor no fear of it neither: For ſhe 
manages all her domeſtical Affairs with |! 
ſuch an admirable Prudence and Con- 
duR, that nothing of his Subſtance can 
be waſted, nor no Damage accrue to her | 
Husband, while ſhe has the Overſight of 
his Affairs : And therefore tho* his Occa- 
ſions may call him often abroad, yet he 
is ſure that all Things go well at home 
at for like a wiſe Woman, ſhe orders her 

1 ä Affairs 
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Affairs with Diſcretion. Suppoſe a Man's 
Buſineſs calls him from home for Days, 

and Weeks, and Months, yet he has no 
aking Heart, nor no diſtrating Fears 
of what becomes of Matters at Home; 

he has left his Wife behind him, and he 
knows her Wiſdom and her Prudence ; 
and therefore his Heart doth fully truſt 
in her; being confident that while he is 
managing Affairs abroad, ſhe will be | 
ſure to take Care at home. 

3. She will do bim Good, and not Evil all 
the Days of bis Life : This is that which 
makes the Heart of her Husband ſo ſafe- 
ly to truſt in her, becauſe he knows that 
whatever ſhe does, it is all for his Good ; 
All her Contrivance and all her ,Deſtgns | 

are how to advance her Husband, and 
order every thing for his Advantage: 

For ſhe knows that in her Husband's F 
Good conſiſts her own, and ſo ſhe acts 

- accordingly, | 

4. Sbe ſeeketb Wool and Flax, and worketh | 
| willingly with ber Hands: She is not only | 
for talking but for doing: Nor for ſetting 
others to work only, but for putting her 
| 


on Hands to it. There are many that 
will be forward enough to command 
— others 
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thers to Work, but don't care to meddle 


with it themſelves; or if they do, tis 
with a great deal of grumbling, juſt as 
if they were made Slaves on; but a good 
Woman will work [wi-lingly] with her 
Hands. And if ſhe has no Wool nor 


Flax in the Houſe, ſhe'il procure it, for 


ſhe ſeeketh Wool and Flax; and there- 
fore She 3s like the Merchant Ship, ſhe 
bringeth ber Food from afar she is not 
one that looks every thing ſhould drop 
into her Mouth; but ſhe looks after it, 
and uſes Induſtry and Diligence to pro- 
Cure it. 

5- She riſeth while it is yet Night, and 


giveth Meat to ber Houſhold, and a Port ion 


to her Maiden. She does not call up her 
Servants to work, and lie lazing a Bed- 


heiſelf; No, ſhe riſes, while it is yet 


ghr; and when ſhe isup, it is her Care 
and Buſineſs to ſee that her Servants of 
either Sex have that which is proper for 
them: And therefore ſhe gives Meat to 
ber Houſhold, and à Portion to her Maidens, 
and then ſets them about their. Buſineſs. 


For as ſhe don't herſelf, fo neither will 


ſhe ſuffer her Servants to eat the Bread of 
lalene(s. 2 8 
6. She 


— 
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6. She confidereth a Field, and buyeth it; 
with the Fruit of ber Hands ſhe planteth a 
Vineyard. She is not one that does Things 
Hand over Head; but firſt conſiders what 
the has to do: She buys a Field, but ſhe 
firſt conſiders what it may be worth, 
whether it lies convenient for her, and 
what Uſe to put it to; and thus ſhe orders 
ler Affairs with Diſcretion, And when ſhe 
has bought it; ſhe lets it not lie Fallow ; 
ſthe plants it with Vines, and makes a 
Vineyard of it; and that too with thoſe 
Plants that are of her own Growth. And 
when ſhe has done this, ſhe ſells the Pro- 
duct of it, and can comment it, becauſe 
ſhe perceives ber Merebandixe is prod: And 
this ſhe does conſtantly, for ber Candle 
goes not out by Night. 

7 Sbe ſetteth her Hands to the Spingle, 
and ber Hands bold the Diſtaff. We 
an Account before that ſhe worked wil- 
lingly with her Hands, and here we fee 
what Work it was; ſhe ſet her Hands 
to the Spindle, and her Hands hold the 
Diftaff: She is one that does not ſpend 

her Time in Goſſipping, but in Work- 
ing; not in going to Plays, but in Spin- 
ning her Wool and Flax. She . 
| only 
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only command her Maidens to work but 
ſhe worked with them, which was both 


an Encouragement to them, and an Ad- 
L 


vantage to her, | 

8. She ftretcheth forth her Handi to the 
Poor ; yea fhe reacheth out ber Hands to the 
Needy. She does not take all that Care, 


nor ſpend all her Time, nor lay out her- 


ſelf with ſo much Induſtry, to lay it out 
upon her Back, nor on her Belly nei- 
ther : No, ſhe has better Purpoſes in her 
Eye; nor does ſhe hoard it up in her 
Cheſt, like a covetous Wretch to let 
her Bags lie ruſting there: but it is to 
do good with, to relieve the Poor and 
the Needy, and thoſe which are in Diſ- 
treſs and Want, and they ſhall be ſure to 
have it: She is not for Works of Oſten- 
tation, but for Works of Charity. She 
knows *tis the Blefling of the LORD 
makes rich, and therefore her Riches 
ſhall be at God's Diſpoſal, and the Poor 


| ſhall be ſerved in the firſt Place. She 
is as ready to ſtretch our her Hands to 


them, if they be truly Needy, as the is 
to put her Hands to the Diſtaff; and 
ſhe is willing to take Pains, that ſhe may 
have wherewith to do gaod: For ſhe is 
ie | too 
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not afraid of the Snow for ber Houſhold, for 
all ber Heuſhold are cl atbed in Scarlet: She 
takes care for her Houſhold, that they 
ſhall want neither Food nor Raiment, 
and that of the beſt ſort coo, for all ber 
H-uſhold are cloath'd in Scarlet: She will let 
others ſee by the Cloathing of her Ser- 
vants, to whom they belong; and what 
the Fruits of Induſtry and good Huſ- 
2 are: And as the Proverb ſays, 
Win Gold and wear it; ſo does ſhe ; For 
ſh makes berſelf Covering of Tapeſtry ; ber 
Cloathing is Silk and Purple, But both her 
own C loathing and that of her Servants 
too, is that of her own making: She 
. maketh birſelf Covering of Tapeſtry : She 
does not laviſhly lay out her Money for 
fine Cloaths, it is her own Manufacture 


_ ſhe Encourages. 


9. She has a ſpecial Regard in all ſh 
does to the Honour and Reputation of 
her Husband : For ber Husband is known 
in the Gates, when be fitteth among the El- 
ders of the Land: He is noted and re- 
nowned for the Worth and Prudence of 
his Wife: For ſhe does all not only with 
that Wiſdom and Prudence, but wich that 
Modeſty and Humbleneſs of Spirit, _ 
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whatever ſhe does, the Reputation of ic 
redounds unto her Husband. If it be 
well done, and it appears to others as if 
done by his Order: But if any Thing 
ſeems not to be ſo well done as it ought 
to be, tho perhaps by the Neglect of her 
Husband, ſhe is willing to take the Blame 


of that upon herſelf: She is none of tboſe 


proud and haughty Dames that attribute 
whatever is well done to themſelves, and 
will not allow their Husbands that juſt 
Praiſe that is due to their Merit: Thus 
if a Man thrives in the V Vorld then his 
VVife boaſts ir is thro? her. prudent Ma- 
nagement, and looking after Things at 
home: But if he goes backward, then it 
is own Fault, ſays his VVife ; tho'per= 
| haps it is her Prodigilicy and V Vaitteful- 
neſs at home. Put the truly good V Ve- 
man is qui:e another Thing She thinks 
her Honour conſiſts in her Husband's 

being honoured. 44 
10. She is one that is willing to work, 
and willing to get, as well as her Huſ- 
band, For ſhe maketh fine Linnen and ſel- 
letb it: Nor does ſhe think it any Diſ- 
honour to her to work with her own 
Hands, nor to ſell it, when ſhe has done. 
Ic 
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It is reported of. Queen Catharine, Wife 
to King Henry VIII. that when he ſenc 
two Cardinals with a Meſlage to her, 
they found her with a Skein of red Silk 
about her Neck, being hard ac Work 
with her Maidens. And Q. Anna Bullen 
kept her Maids, and all that were about 
her, ſo buſied in ſewing Work, that 
there was never ſeen any Idleneſs among 
them. | | 
11. She is one that not onlycloaths he 
Body with Sil and Purple, but her Mind 
with Honour and Strength : She is not one 
that is well habited, but ill mannered; 
bur ſhe is inwardly decked with Virtue 
and Goodneſs, and ſuch Spiritual Attire 
as renders her glorious in the Eyes of 
God and Angels : So that of her ir may 
be ſaid, The Foy of the Lord is ber Stren , 
and that makes her fearleſs of any fr we 
Events. 

12 She is one that openeth her MoWth u th 
Wiſdom. She is not always talking and 
prating as the Generalicy of Women are; 
no her Mouth 1s not always open, bur 
for the moft pare ſhut, and when ſhe ſees 
Occaſion to open it, it is wich Wiſdom : 
Her Words ace but few, always * 
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a Virtuous Woman. 107 
ble to Truth, and very weighty, as pro- 
ceeding from a profound Judgment, and 
ferious Conſideration ; and not as moſt 


|, Women do, ſpeak what comes uppermeſt 


let it be never ſo Vain and Fooliſh: No, 
a virtuous Woman is quite another thing, 
the whole Stream and Current of her 


Diſcourſe tends to Wiſdom and Kind- 


neſs; that is, to the Duties either of Pie- 


ty or Charity. This was the Practice of 


hriſtian Women in Primitive Times; 


and which therefore Tatianus calls Chri- 


ſtian Philoſophers, affirming that the 
very Viegins and Maidens as they were 
at work in their Wool, would be diſ- 
courſing of the Word of God. But again. 

13. A good Woman does not only o- 
den ber Mouth with Wiſdom, but in her 
Tongue is the Law of Kindneſs: That is, 
ſhe is not one, that like churliſh Nadal, 


one knows not how to ſpeak to; ſhe 


does not give harſh and controlling Lan- 


Zuage to them that come to her to deſire 


a ſupply of their Wants, which cuts poor 
Creatures to the heart, and wounds 


more than a bare Denial; but ſhe ſpeaks 


kindly to them with her Tongue, and 
relieves em With 1 hands: her Tongue 


* 
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is always employ'd in kind and healing 
Offices. Like Queen Eleanor the Wife of 
King Edward I. who being wounded in 
Paleſtine by the poiſon'd Knite of an Aſſaſ- 
fine, ſhe daily licked his wrankling 
Wounds with her Tongue, whilſt he was 
afleep, and thereby extracted all the 
Poyſon out, whereby he was perfectly 
recovered, and yet ſhe herſelf received 
no Hurt: So ſovereign 1 Remedy is a 
Wife's Tongue, when there is in it this 
Law of Kindneſs. 

14 She is one that has always a regard 
to her domeſtick Affairs: For whatever 
Buſineſs ſhe has abroad, that does not 
hinder her from /ooking well ro the Ways rf 
ber Hoxſh1ld: She lets not Things go at 


Rack and Manger there; She has an Oar 


in every Boat, and Eye in every Buſineſs; 
She looks into the Carriage and Behavi-- 
our of her Cnildren and Servants, and ſees 
that they are conformable, firſt to the 
Word of God, and then to the Rules of 
Decency and Order: She overlooks her 
whole Family, and ſees that they are 
induſtrious in their Buſineſs, not given to 


Idleneſs, nor vain in fooliſh Plays and Paſ- 


times; but that their Converſation be 


15 She, 
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-2F- She is one that eateth net the Bread of Idle 
neſy'; She earns it before ſhe eats it; For, as 
Ariſtotle doth tell us, (ib, 1.) That Laborieuſ- 
neſs is ever commendable in a Woman, and 
's a Comparion of Temperance and. Chaſtity, 
which is preſerved by it. And the Apoſtle Paul, 
tells Timotby, Tim. 1. ver. 1. That when Wo. 
men learn to be idle, (which is a Thing the moſt: 
eaſily learred of any Thing) then they turn 
Ta:lers and Buſy-bodies ; and therefore as Idleneſs 
is the Seed of Talkativeneſs, fo Labour and 


Pains-taking is 2 ſingular Help againſt it. And: 


this was exemplified in K, Henry the Eighth's 
firſt Wife, Queen Catharine who was not more: 
buſy in her: Calling, than prudent: in her Car- 
riage, 


16: A good Wife, and a good Woman, is 


: one that takes that care in the Educatiou of 


her Chilare n, that, as they grow up to Years of 
Diſcretion, they riſe up and call her Ble/*d : That 
is, They are fo ſer fable oſ what ti:ey owe her 
for her pious: Inſtructions, ard good Educati- 


on of em, that they both bleſs her; and bleſs 


God for her, that ever they. were born of 
her, and had ſuch: a Mother; wheſe Ca re was 
rot ſo much to prink 'em up fire, ard teach 
em to be ; Prone, to darce. and play upon the 
ſend em to the Play. houſe that 

they may learn em the Breeding of the Town, 
for that's the Way to inſtruct em to be Wheres, . 
but. her. Care was to N 'em in the Fear 
2 | 


0F1 


—2 — —— — — — 


— O— 
TW ' WW ur” * —_y 3 pe — « . * —— b — 
6ꝶ%“ — — —-„—-— 1 * , 


. 
- : 


1 | 
110 The Encellency of 
of the Lord, as knowing that to be the 2 * 
— of Wiſdom; and that to depart from 
Evil ſhews good Underſtanding ; She puts em 
upon reading of the Holy Scriptures, and ma- 
king Conſcience of ſerving God, ard worſhip. 
ping Him, and that both in their Cloſets, * and 
publickly in the Congregation, at the Hours 
of Prayer. She inculcates into *em the Worth 
of their Immortal Souls, and that if they get 
the whole World, and yet loſe their own Souls 
they would be infinite Loſers by the Bargain. 
She learns em alſo all thoſe Accompliſhments 
that are uſeful] and valuable, but none that 
tend to the Encouragement of Idleneſs and 
ill Manners, 


17. A good Wife has not only the Bleſſing 
of her Children, but the Praiſe of ber Hausband: 
And he -praiſeth her, not without Reaſon, for 
he knows her to be a good Wife, as well as 
her Children do to be a good Mother, and her 
Servants to be a good Miſtreſs: For ſhe ſo 
fills up every Relation with a becoming and 
ſuitable Duty; that none has cauſe to com- 
1 but all to praiſe. But the Husband be- 

ng the Maſter of the Family, he does ſit in the 
Name of all the reſt; for to be ſure in a well 
overned Family, when he is well pleaſed, all 
he reſt are ſo. And indeed the Praiſe he gives 


ritz For he tells her, Many Daughters have done 
virtuonfly, but thou exec let em all, This " grear 
b N raiſe 


her, is according to the Greatneſs of her Me- 
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Praiſe, and very true, But here I would note, 
That in the Original it may be rendered, Ma- 
ny Daughters have gotten Riches, but ebou ex- 
cellefs them all. 'Tis an eaſy matter for a rich 


Man to have a rich Wife; but a Virtuous, 
"Religious, and Godly Wife, and One that 


will mind her Family, beſides, is not ſo eaſily 
come by, And therefore (to conclude her 
CharaRer) 


18. In the laſt Place, a good Wife, and a goed 
Women, is one that is adorn d both with Piety an 
Prudence; with Gedlineſs, Diligence, Induſtry an1 
Forefig bt; and illuſtrates the latter, by the Prac. 
tice of the former, She firſt performs her Du- 
ty to Ged, ard that prepares her to do it the 
better to her Husband and her Family, Tis 
Picty that is the brighteſt Gem in a Woman's 
Crown, without which, ſhe can do nothing 


well; nor be neither a good Wife, nor a good 
Woman, | 


1 a 


And thus I have given you the Particulars 
that make up her Character. And ſuch a one 
muſt needs be worthy of Praiſez for though 
Favour be deceitful, and Beauty be yain, yet a 


Woman that feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed, 
Prov, xxxi, 30, b 


But methinks I hear ſome ſaying, F this be 
th: Character of a Good Woman, where ſball we 
ſind ber? She is as rare to meet with, as black 
Swan: And 1 am afraid a Man may travel a greac 
Way in queſt of ſuch a Woman, and loſe bis "_ 

after 
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Antiquity, we could ſoon furniſh out à little 
after all. And therefore I hope you will abate 1 2 at 
leaſt of yeur 18 Pareiculars, or elſe you will ſend 


us on 4 Fool's Errena ; That is, to ſeek for what 


we ſhall never find. 


I anſwer, 1. That good Women are very 


fearce, I grant, and that's ſufficient to juſtify 
what I have written in the firſt Part of this 
Book, But 2, I am far from being of the Mind 
of the Objector; for there are ſeveral good Wo- 
men that come up to every Particular of this 
Character: And tho? I could name many, yet 
Duty, and good Manners bid me firſt of all to 
inſtarce in the Paragon of the World, the Glo- 
ry of the Female Sex, and Wonder of Woman. 
kind, the moſt illuſtrious Q. ANNE; whoſe 
exemplary Piety towards God, and conjugal 
Aſſection to the Prince her Husband, and Care 
fer all her People of all Rarks and Conditions, 
of all Profeſſiors and Denominatiors, and her 
Pity and Compaſſion ro the afflited in genera}, 
ſhined forth ro the whole World with ſo re. 
fplendent a Luſtre, that of her it might be ſaid in 
"a" moſt: ſuperlative Degree, That tho many 


-- Daughters have dene wirtwouſly, yet ſhe did excel 


them all. | 
But tho* Q. ANNE were an illuſtrious Inſtance 


of a virtuous Woman, yet ſhe was not the only 


Inſtance 3 there are many other Daughters that 
bave done virtuouſly beſides, z who, altho' 
rot in ſo exalted 2 _ Sphere, yet ſhine with e- 
qual. Brightneſs in the Orb of Piety and Virtue, 
And had we leiſure to ſearch. the Annals of 
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 honour'd for their exemplary Faith, 


the holy Child Feſas. 
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Arm of illuſtrious Heroines, who have been 
Piety, 
Holineſs, ard other Divire Virtues, both by 
Me and Angels ; nay, which is far more, have 
teen highly favoured by God Himpelf. Such was the 
ÞDlefjed Virgin Mary, as the Angel Gabriel de- 
clared to her, when (ent by the Almighty to 
acquaint her, That ſhe ſhould be the Mother of 
And of her Couſin Ei- 
zabeth, it is ſaid, ſhe lived with her Hus band 
Zacharias, in all the Commandment, and Ordinan- 
ces of the LORD blameleſs, But the time woule 
fail me, ſhould I ſet down all the renowne 
Worthies which the inſpir'd Writings give u 
an Account of, that were of the Female Ses, ay 
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Lesb; of which two 
laſt it is ſaid, They built up the Houſe ef Iſracl. 
How famous is Deborab, that judg'd Iſrael, and 
Feel the Wife of Heber, that ſo courageoully ric 
the World of a Tyrant; and Hennah the Mo 
ther of Samuel, who both ask'd a Son of the 
Lord, and devoted him to his Service? How 
prudent a Woman was Abigail, once the Wie 
of churliſh Nabal, but aiterwards of K David ? 
What ſhall | ſay of Q. Heſter; and Judith, that 
acliver'd her Country by the Death of Holifer- 
es; 4nd of incumerable others, which time, 
zonld fail me to inſert ? It was ſome of theſe 
od and virtuous Women, that miniſtred of 
their Subſtanoe to our bleſſed Lord, whilſt 
Men were: his. Betrayers and Murderers :. 'And 
it was to a Woman that our Bleſſed LORD firſt 
of all appear'd after his Reſurre&tion. And the 


bleſſed Spouſe of Chriſt, for whom he died, to 
vaſh her from her Sins in his own Blood. is re- 
preſented to us under the Notion of a you b 
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But to ' conclude + That there are virtuous 
Women, fuch as are able to come up to the 
Character that I have given of them, I have a- 
bundantly made out: And that theſe vir“ 
ous Women, though many, as confaderes +7 
themſelves, yet, with reſpect to the whole Se 
in general, are but vefy few 3 and therefo-. 
happy is he that alights on one of em. So thac 
of Women in general, I may ſafely conclude 
that they are like Feremiah's two Baskets of 
Figs 3 they that were good, were very good, 
and they that were bad, were ſo very bad, 
that they were good for nothing: And this is 
exactly the Caſe of Women in general: Some 
(though but few)' there are that are Good ; and 
they are very good; the Bleſſings of che Pla- 
es where they are, and of the Times in which 
they livez and the Scarcity of them renders 
their Goodneſs the more conſpicuous, But 
all the reſt are bad, and they are ſo very 
bad, that they are a Plague to all that have 
to do with them, and are indeed good for 
not hing. ̃ 


ö 


